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Course Structure of MS (Research), MS (Research) + Ph.D.  in the Humanities and 
Social Sciences 
(from AY 2021-22) 

 
Minimum Educational Qualification: Four year degree or Masters’ degree (MA/ MSc or 
Equivalent) or Five-year integrated degree (with first division as defined by the awarding 
Institute/ University for Indian applicants and equivalent to International applicants, as 
assessed by the Institute) in any subject. Relaxation of 5% in qualifying degree is applicable 
for SC, ST and PwD category applicants. 

 
Eligibility Requirement:  

(a) International Students: Valid and relevant TOEFL or IELTS  
(b) Indian Students: A valid GATE Score in HSS. 
 

Categories of Admission: 
(a) International Students: (i) International self-financed (ISF) students; (ii) 
International students sponsored by non-government organizations or by a reputed 
industry (ISW); (iii) International students sponsored by foreign government or its 
organizations or through mutual collaborative programs of India with other 
countries (GSW)  
(b) Indian Students: i) TA: Teaching Assistantship; ii) DF: Candidates sponsored by 
the Defense Forces; (iii) SW: Sponsored by a reputed Industry or Research 
organization; (iv) CT: College Teacher as per Institute defined Criteria; (v) IS: 
Institute Staff of IIT Indore on part-time basis. 
 

Duration of the Program: 2 years (on full-time basis) with extendable by maximum one 
semester. 

 
Total Intake: 5 seats for TA category with reservation roaster as per GOI norms. And 
eligible candidates of Non-TA category from DF, SW, CT, and IS categories (without 
scholarship). 

 
Scholarship: As per MOE notification for MS Program 

 
Evaluation: Students are expected to identify their Thesis Supervisor(s) at the time of 
admission and latest by the end of August so that PG student progress committee (PSPC) 
can be formed and students can start the research work early into the program. Progress 
of the MS Thesis will be monitored by Comprehensive Evaluation of Research Progress 
(CERP) to be conducted at the end of every semester. There has to be one publication 
from the MS (R)Thesis for graduation. Final evaluation of MS (R) thesis will be done by at 
least one External Examiner.  
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1st Year Semester-I 

Course 
Code 

Course Name Contact Hours Credits 

HS 601 Research Methods 2-1-0 3 

HS XXX Elective-I x-x-x 3 

HS XXX Elective-II x-x-x 3 

HS XXX Elective-III x-x-x 3 

HS XXX Elective-IV  x-x-x 3 

Total 15 

Additional course (as per the requirement basis) 

HS 641 English Communication Skills  
(on the need basis) 

2-0-2-PP/NP Non-credit 
course (with 
PP/NP grade) 

 
1st Year Semester-II 
  

Course 
Code 

Course Name Contact Hours Credits 

HS 792 MS Thesis (Stage-I) 0-0-36 18 

Total 18 

  
2nd Year Semester-I 
  

Course 
Code 

Course Name Contact Hours Credits 

HS 793 MS Thesis (Stage-II) 0-0-36 18 

Total 18 

  
2nd Year Semester-II 
  

Course 
Code 

Course Name Contact 
Hours 

Credits 

HS 794 MS Thesis (Stage-III) 0-0-36 18 

Total 18 
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LIST OF ELECTIVES 

Course 
Number 

Title L-T-P Credits 

HS 6XX Historiography and Historical Methods  2-1-0 3 

HS 623 Advanced Microeconomics-I 3-0-0 3 

HS 603 Epistemology 3-0-0 3 

HS 630 Intellectual Property Rights 2-0-0 2 

HS 743 Indian English Fiction 2-1-0 3 

HS 6XX Digital Humanities 2-0-2 3 

HS 600 Data Analysis and Technical Writing 2-0-1 3 

HS 6XX Media Studies 2-1-0 3 

HS 624 Econometrics I 3-0-0 3 

HS 6XX Economics of Innovation 3-0-0 3 

HS 606 Moral Philosophy 2-1-0 3 

HS 7XX Archives and Digital Publishing 2-0-2 3 

HS 724 Econometrics II 3-0-0 3 

HS 618 Sustainability Studies 2-1-0 3 

HS 680 Sociology of Religion  3-0-0 3 

HS 481/ 
HS 681 

Language, Mind and Society 3-0-0 3 

HS 682 Medical Humanities: Texts and Contexts 3-0-0 3 

HS 605 Social and Political Philosophy 2-1-0 3  

HS 6XX  European Music and Literary Modernism 2-1-0 3 

HS 671 Human Factors and Higher Cognitive Processes 2-0-2 3 

HS 748 Language and Cognition 2-0-2 3 

HS 631 Nineteenth Century Science and Literature 3-0-0 3 

HS 633 The Culture of Food   2-1-0 3 

HS 637 Language Archiving: Techniques and Technology 1-1-2 3 
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HS 635 Philosophy of Literature 3-0-0 3 

 



 

7 

 

Master of Arts in English (Literature and Linguistics)  
(from AY 2025-26) 

(Senate resolution 48.4) 
 

Minimum Qualification (MEQ): Bachelor’s degree in a relevant area of humanities [3 
years/ 6 semester OR 4 years/8 Semester] with first division. A first-division/class 
categorization in the qualifying degree. However, there is a 5% relaxation in the 
qualifying degree requirement for applicants from the SC and ST categories.  A first class 
as specified by the University/Institute.  

Qualifying Examination (QE) 

Indian applicants: Valid GATE Score Humanities and Social Science graduates should 
have a valid score in GATE HSS.  (English (XH C2) or Linguistics (XH C3)) 

International applicants: Valid score of GRE/TOEFL/IELTS or equivalent, statement of 
purpose, letters of recommendation, and an interview (in-person or over video 
conference). 

Admission Category: 

For Indian applicants: Non-TA: category as Full-Time student. 

 For International applicants -(a) International Students: (i) International self-financed 
(ISF) students; (ii) International students sponsored by non-government organizations 
or by a reputed industry (ISW); (iii) International students sponsored by foreign 
government or its organizations or through mutual collaborative programs of India with 
other countries (GSW) 

Duration of program: 2 Years on Full -time basis 

Number of intake: 10 

 
Course Structure of Master of Arts in English (Literature and Linguistics) 

 

Semester-I (Autumn) 

 

Course 
Code 

Course Title L-T-P Credits 

HS 609 History of English Literary Studies 2-0-0 2 

HS 613 Novel in India: 18th and 19th Century 2-1-0 3 

HS 619 Science of Language 2-1-0 3 

HS 625 Language and Society 2-0-2 3 

HS 627 Composition and Rhetoric 1-0-2 2 

HS 697 PG Seminar 0-2-0 2 

HS 691 MA Dissertation- Stage I 0-0-10 5 

                            Total credits earned during the semester 20 
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Semester-II (Spring) 

 

 
Department Elective I & II :  
 

Course 
Code 

Course Title L-T-P Credits 

HS 741 Black Literary Cultures and the Slave  2-1-0 3 

HS 742 Twentieth Century and the European Novel 2-1-0 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course 
Code 

Course Title L-T-P Credits 

HS 634 Foundations of Literary Theory 2-1-0 3 

HS 743 Indian English Fiction 2-1-0 3 

HS 614 Language and Culture 2-1-0 3 

HS 620 Syntax, Semantics and Pragmatics 2-0-2 3 

HS 632 Research Methodology: Theory and Praxis 2-1-0 3 

HS 692 MA Dissertation- Stage II 0-0-10 5 

                                              Total credits earned during the semester 20 

Semester III (Autumn) 

Course 
Code 

Course Title L-T-P Credits 

HS 629 Language and Education 3-0-0 3 

HS 6XX Department Elective-I X-X-X 3 

HS 6XX Department Elective-II X-X-X 3 

HS 693 MA Dissertation- Stage III 0-0-20 10 

                          Total minimum credits earned during the semester 
 

19 

 

Semester-IV (Spring) 

Course Code Course Title L-T-P Credits 

ZZ XXX Institute Elective-I X-X-X 3 

HS 694 MA Dissertation- Stage IV 0-0-40 20 

                     Total minimum credits earned during the semester 23 

Total minimum credits to be earned during the program 
 

82 
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Institute Elective-I :  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Code Course Title L-T-P Credits 

HS 655/HS 455 Digital Humanities 2-0-2 3 

HS 744 South Asian Diaspora Literature 2-1-0 3 

HS 656 Applied Linguistics 2-0-2 3 
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Course Structure for Ph.D. Program in Philosophy 

 

(A) Semester-I (Autumn / Spring) 

Sr.No. Course code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1 HS xxx Elective-I   x-x-x-3 

2 HS xxx Elective-II  x-x-x-3 

3. HS xxx  Elective-III    x-x-x-3 

4 HS 797 * / HS 

798* 

Ph.D. Seminar Course  0-2-0-2 

 

(B) Semester-II (Spring / Autumn) 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1 HS xxx Elective-IV  x-x-x-3 

2 HS xxx Elective-V  x-x-x-3 

3 HS xxx Elective-VI x-x-x-3 

4 HS 798 * / HS 

797* 

Ph.D. Seminar Course  0-2-0-2 

 

Philosophy course for the Elective-I to VI (in addition these courses students can take 

courses from the other disciplines also) 

S.No. Course 
Code 

Course Title Contact Hours 
(L-T-P-C) 

1.  HS 600 Data Analysis and Technical Writing  

2.  HS 602 Foundations of Knowledge 2-1-0-3 

3.  HS 603 Epistemology 2-1-0-3 

4.  HS 605 Social and Political Philosophy 2-1-0-3 

5.  HS 606 Moral Philosophy 2-1-0-3 

6.  HS 607 Foundation of Social Sciences 2-1-0-3 

7.  HS 608 Nations & Nationalism 2-1-0-3 

8.  HS 611 Philosophy of Natural Sciences 2-1-0-3 

9.  HS 612 / 

HS 412 

Contemporary Indian Thought 2-1-0-3 

10.  HS 615  Humanities and Technology 2-1-0-3 

11.  HS 617 Essential of Human Memory 2-1-0-3 

12.  HS 648/  

HS 448 

Indian Cinema: Nation, Region and Technology 2-1-0-3 

Note:  

1. A Ph.D. student having M.Sc./ B.Tech./ B.E. or equivalent qualification has to do 

5 to 7 Ph.D. level courses of at least 3 credits each and 1-2 Ph.D. seminar courses of 

at least 2 credits each. Minimum number of courses will be 5 Ph.D. level courses and 

one Ph.D. seminar course (minimum coursework of 17 credits). 
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2. A Ph.D. student having M.Tech./ M.E./ M.Phil. qualification has to do one semester 

coursework (with 2-3 Ph.D. level courses). Minimum number of courses will be 2 

Ph.D. level courses and one Ph.D. seminar course (i.e. (minimum coursework of 8 

credits).  

* Ph.D. Seminar course can be taken either in Autumn or in Spring Semester or both 

as suggested by the Faculty Advisor/Thesis Supervisor. 
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Course Structure for Ph.D. Program in English 
 

(A) Semester-I (Autumn / Spring) 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title (L-T-P-Credits) L-T-P-Credits 

1 HS xxx Elective-I   x-x-x-3 

2 HS xxx Elective-II  x-x-x-3 

3. HS xxx  Elective-III x-x-x-3 

4 HS 797 * / HS 798* Ph.D. Seminar Course 0-2-0-2 

 

(B) Semester-II (Spring / Autumn) 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title (L-T-P-Credits) L-T-P-Credits 

1 HS xxx Elective-IV  x-x-x-3 

2 HS xxx Elective-V  x-x-x-3 

3 HS xxx Elective-VI x-x-x-3 

4 HS 798 * / HS 797* Ph.D. Seminar Course 0-2-0-2 

 

English course for the Elective-I to VI (in addition these courses students can take 

courses from the other disciplines also) 

S.  
No. 

Course Code Course Title Contact Hours 
(L-T-P-C) 

1.  HS 600 Data Analysis and Technical Writing 2-1-0-3 

2.  HS 642/ HS 442 Language and Mind 2-1-0-3 

3.  HS 643 / IHS 

443 

Contemporary Short Fiction 2-1-0-3 

4.  HS 645/ HS 445 Advanced Discourse Studies 2-1-0-3 

5.  HS 655/ HS 445 Digital Humanities 2-0-2-3 

6.  HS 656 Applied Linguistics 2-0-2-3 

7.  HS 741 Black Literary Cultures and the Slave Tradition 2-1-0-3 

8.  HS 742 Twentieth Century and the European Novel 2-1-0-3 

9.  HS 743 Indian English Fiction 2-1-0-3 

10.  HS 744 South Asian Diaspora Literature 2-1-0-3 

11.  HS 745 Post-Colonial Theory and Criticism 2-1-0-3 

12.  HS 746 Translation Studies 2-1-0-3 

13.  HS 747 Advanced Literary Theory 2-1-0-3 

Note:  

1. A Ph.D. student having M.Sc./ B.Tech./ B.E. or equivalent qualification has to 

do 5 to 7 Ph.D. level courses of at least 3 credits each and 1-2 Ph.D. seminar 

courses of at least 2 credits each. Minimum number of courses will be 5 Ph.D. level 

courses and one Ph.D. seminar course (minimum coursework of 17 credits). 

2. A Ph.D. student having M.Tech./ M.E./ M.Phil. qualification has to do one 

semester coursework (with 2-3 Ph.D. level courses). Minimum number of courses 
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will be 2 Ph.D. level courses and one Ph.D. seminar course (i.e. (minimum 

coursework of 8 credits).  

* Ph.D. Seminar course can be taken either in Autumn or in Spring Semester or both as 

suggested by the Faculty Advisor/Thesis Supervisor. 
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Course Code HS 600 

Course Title  Data Analysis and Technical Writing 

Credit Structure  
 

L-T- P-Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the 
concerned 
discipline/School 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) 

Pre–requisite, if 
any  
(for the students) 

None 

Objectives of the 
course 

• To introduce the students the data preparation and analytical 
methods: quantitative and qualitative research 

• Technical writing component will include: academic publishing 
(plagiarism, copyright etc.), writing conference abstracts, 
proposals, presentations, different styles and different types of 
manuscripts, different ways of approaching thesis/dissertation 
writing 

Course Syllabus Quantitative Analysis: Data preparation: research design, 
experimental designs, sampling design, measurement techniques, 
methods of data collection, descriptive statistics 
Probability and Sampling Distributions: discrete probability 
distributions (binomial and Poisson), continuous probability 
distributions (normal), conditional probability, covariance and 
variance, sampling distribution of Mean and Proportions, other 
distributions (Chi Square, student's t and F distribution) 
Inferential statistics: Null hypothesis and alternative hypothesis, 
hypothesis testing for single population and two populations 
 
Qualitative Research: Anthropological and sociological approaches, 
timeline, life history, participatory and non-participatory approaches, 
measurement of human development, poverty, inequality.  
 
Technical Writing: Abstracts for conferences, Project Writing, 
Thesis Writing, Citation styles and use, Articles/essay manuscript 
writing, Plagiarism, Reference software (Endnote, Zotero and their 
uses). 

Suggested Books 1. L. Margaret, 2011, Applied Statistics for Economists. Routledge 
Publications. ISBN 978-0-415-77798-8 

2. Freedman, D., Pisani, R and Purves, R. 2007. Statistics. 4th edition, 
WW Norton & Company, Inc., ISBN 978-0-393-92972-0 

3. Fleming, M.C. and Nellis, J.G. 2000. Principles of Applied Statistics. 
2nd Edition. Thomson. ISBN 1-86152-586-9 

4. MLA , APA and other citation styles. 2007MLA Handbook Seventh 
Edition. 

5. Davis, Clyde Parker and Detmar Straub, 2008Writing the Doctoral 
Dissertation: A systematic Approach, Gordon Barrons Educational 
Series, ISBN-13: 978-0764147876 

6. Wayne C Booth and Gregory Colomb. 2008. The Craft of Research 
Wayne University of Chicago Press ISBN: 978-0226065663 
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7. Gerard Genette and Jane Lewis 1983. Narrative Discourse: An 
Essay in Method. Cornell University Press. 
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Course Code HS 602 

Title of the Course Foundations of Knowledge 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T- P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline 

Philosophy 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

None 

Objectives of the course  

Course Syllabus Epistemology Belief-Knowledge-Truth Relationship 

Knowledge & Justification 

Analysis Reason vs. Unreason 

Objectivity vs. Subjectivity  

The Relativity Problem 

Paradigms. Philosophy, Science and Society 

Evolutionary Epistemology vs. Social 

Epistemology 

Culture Human Diversity: Need for Epistemology 

Suggested Books  

 

1. Appiah, Kwame Anthony, Thinking it Through: A Introduction 

to Contemporary Philosophy (New York: OUP, 2003). 

2. Boghassian, Paul A., The Importance of Subjectivity: Selected 

Essays in Metaphysics and Ethics (Oxford: Clarenden Press, 

2006). 

3. Cherry, Mark J. (Ed), The Death of Metaphysics; The Death of 

Culture: Epistemology, Metaphysics, and Culture (Dordrecht: 

Springer, 2006). 

4. Edgar, Andrew and Peter Sidgwick, Cultural Theory: Key 

Thinkers (London: Routledge, 2002). 

5. Goldman, Alvin I., Knowledge in a Social World (New York: 

OUP, 1995). 

6. Kazen, Jean, Philosophy and the Good Life (Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishing, 1989).  

7. MacIntyre, Alasdair, The Tasks of Philosophy: Selected Essays, 

Vol I (Cambridge: CUP, 2006). 

8. Psillos, Stathis and Martin Curd, The Routledge Companion to 

the Philosophy of Science (London: Routledge, 2008). 

9. Recanati, Francois, Perspectical Thought: A Plea for (Moderate) 

Relativism (Oxford: OUP, 2007). 

10. Rorty, Richard, Philosophy as cultural Politics: Philosophical 

Papers, Vol 4 (Cambridge: CUP, 2007).  
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Course Code HS 603 

Title of the Course Epistemology 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned Discipline 

Philosophy 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 

Objectives of the 

course 

 

Course Syllabus 1. Epistemology: Knowledge as Justified True Belief or Something 

Else? 

2. Value Problem for Knowledge: Analysis and Structure of 

Knowledge 

3. Philosophy: Use, Abuse and Redundancy of Truth 

4. Philosophy and Naturalism 

5. Moral Knowledge - Epistemic or Something Else? Analytical vs. 

Continental Approaches 

Background Readings 

 

1. Audi, Robert, Belief, Justification and Knowledge (California: 

Wordsworth Publishing company, 1988).  

2. Campbell, Richard & Bruce Hunter, Moral Epistemology 

Naturalized (Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 2000). 

[Canadian Journal of Philosophy Special Supplement Vol 26 

(2000)] 

3. Gadamer, Hans-Georg, A Century of Philosophy: A Conversation 

with Riccardo Dattorir 

4. Haught, John F., Is Nature Enough? Meaning and Truth in the Age 

of Science (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006).  

5. Lihoreau, Franck, Knowledge and Questions (New York: Rodopi, 

2008).  

6. Maddy, Penelope, Second Philosophy: A Naturalistic Method 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press 

7. Nagel, Thomas, The Last Word (New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1997).  

8. Prichard, Duncan, Alan Millar & Adrain Haddock, The Nature and 

Value of Knowledge: Three Investigations (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2010). 

9. Thomas, Lawrence, “Moral Equality and Natural Inferiority”, 

Social Theory and Practice (2005). 

10. Williams., Bernard, Truth and Truthfulness: An Essay in Genealogy 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002).  
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11. Williams., Bernard, Philosophy as a Humanistic Discipline, Ed. By 

A. W. Moore (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008).   
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Course Code HS 605 

Title of the Course Social and Political Philosophy 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned Discipline 

Philosophy 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

None 

Objectives of the 

course 

 

Course Syllabus The concept of Modernity and its philosophical underpinnings, 

Nationalism and its moral basis, Democracy and its forms, 

Secularism and its critiques, Socialism and its alternatives. 

 

Suggested Books  

 

1. Part I in Hegel by Charles Taylor, Cambridge University Press, 

1975 

2. The Morality of Nationalism by Robert McKim and Jeff McMahan, 

Oxford University Press, 1997 

3. The Ethics of Nationalism by Margaret Moore, Oxford University 

Press, 2001   

4. Secularism and its Critics by Rajeev Bhargava, Oxford University 

Press, 1998 

5. Political Philosophy edited by Anthony Quinton. Oxford 

University Press, 1967 

6. 'Why Socialism' in Ideas and Opinions by Albert Einstein. Rupa 

and Co. Calcutta 1992  

7. Selected Chapters in Open Society and its Enemies Volume II by 

Karl Popper, Princeton University Press, 1971   

8. The Burden of Democracy by Pratap Bhanu Mehta, Penguin India, 

2003 

9. Rethinking Democracy by Rajini Kothari, Zed books, 2007 
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Course Code HS 607 

Title of the Course Foundations of Social Sciences 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned 

Discipline 

Philosophy 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

For Research Scholars 

Objectives of the 

course 

 

Course Syllabus Philosophy of Social Sciences: The Location of the Social 

The Natural and the Social Order 

Law and Explanation in Social Sciences 

Explanation and Understanding 

The Interpretative Science: Uncertainty Problem 

Making the Social World 

Suggested Books  

 

1.Elster, Jon, Explaining Social Behaviour: More Nuts and Bolts for Social 

Sciences 

2.Gordon, Scoot, The History and Philosophy of Social Science (London: 

Routledge, 1991).  

3.Habermas, Jurgen, On the Logic of Social Sciences (Harvard: MIT Press, 

1988).  

4.Kincaid, Harold, Philosophical Foundations of Social Sciences: Analysing 

Controversies in Social Research (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1996).  

5.Manicas, Peter T., A Realist Philosophy of Social Science: Explanation and 

Understanding (Ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006). 

6.Mantzavinos, Ed., Philosophy of the Social Sciences: Philosophical Theory 

and Scientific Practice (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2009).  

7.Martin, Michael & Lee C. McIntyre, Ed., Readings in the Philosophy of 

Social Sciences (Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1994).  

8.Searle, John, Making the Social World: The Structure of Human 

Civilization (London: OUP, 2010).  

9.Turner, Stephen & Paul A. Roth, The Blackwell Guide to the Philosophy 

of Social Sciences (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, 2003).  
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Course Code  HS 606 

Title of the Course Moral Philosophy  

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline 

Philosophy 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

None 

Objectives of the course  

Course Syllabus The Rationality of the Emotions, Objective Moral Reasons, Moral 

reasons in Context, Respect for persons, Obligation, Happiness, 

Moral Responsibility, Facts and Values, Egoism and Altruism, 

Utilitarianism and its rivals. 

 

Suggested Books  

 

1. Ethics: Key Concepts in Philosophy by Dwight Furrow, Continuum, 

2008 

2. The Moral Philosophers: An Introduction to Ethics by Richard 

Norman, 1998   

3. Moral Epistemology by Aaron Zimmerman, Routledge, 2010 

4. Being Good: A Short Introduction to Ethics by Simon Blackburn, 

Oxford University Press, 2001 

5. The Elements of Moral Philosophy by James Rachels, McGraw-Hill 

Publishing, 2009 

6. Ethics: History, Theory, & Contemporary Issues edited by Steven 

Cahn & Peter Markie, Oxford University Press, 2005 

7. Ethical Theory: An Anthology edited by Russ Shafer-Landau, 

Blackwell, 2007  
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Course Code HS 608 

Title of the Course Nations and Nationalism  

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline 

Philosophy 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

None 

Objectives of the course  

Course Syllabus Modernity and Nationalism, Moral Psychology of Nationalism, 

Co-national Partiality, Nationalism and Liberalism, Self-

Determination, Citizenship. 

Suggested Books  

 

1. Anderson, Benedict. 1991. Imagined Communities: Reflections 

on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. New York: Verso. 

2. Balakrishnan, Gopal. 1996. Mapping the Nation. New York: 

Verso. 

3. Chatterjee, Partha. 1999. Nationalist Thought and the Colonial 

World: A Derivative Discourse? in The Partha Chatterjee 

Omnibus. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

4. Couture, J., K. Nielsen and M. Seymour (eds.). 1998. 

Rethinking Nationalism, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 

Supplement Volume 22. 

5. Gans, Chaim. 2003. The Limits of Nationalism. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press 

6. Gellner, Ernest. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Oxford: 

Blackwell. 

7. Gilbert, P. 1998. The Philosophy of Nationalism. Boulder, Co.: 

West View Press. 

8. Hutchinson, John and Anthony D. Smith (eds.). 1994. 

Nationalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

9. McKim, Robert and Jeff McMahan (eds.). 1997. The Morality 

of Nationalism. New York: Oxford University Press.  

10. Moore, Margaret. 2001. The Ethics of Nationalism. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press 
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Course code  HS 410/ HS 610 

 Title of the course  Media Studies 

Credit Structure 
 L - T - P - Credits 
 2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 
Department 

 Humanities & Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any  NA 

Scope of the course  The emergence and proliferation of new/digital/web-based media 
over the last two decades compels us to establish, investigate and 
reconfigure the idea of what old and new media are and if they 
could be understood independent of one another. In this course, we 
will conceptualise Media Studies, exploring their historical and 
theoretical provenance. We shall assess how and why media 
aggregate, appropriate and comment upon other media, and how 
ways of seeing and listening are consolidated via other media. We 
will try to establish a dialogue across old and new media, sound- 
and image-based representation in media, and media as technology 
vis-à-vis media as infrastructure. 

Course Syllabus New vs Old Media_  
Platform Economy/Capitalism and Algorithmic Governance_  
Immediacy and Hypermediacy in Mediation_  
Liveness in News Television and Public Scandals_  
Media in terms of the history of Infrastructure_  
Media and Modernization Theory_  
Attention Economy (Capital, Attention and Cinema in Industrial 
Economies)_  
Convergence Culture (Hardware vs Software convergence_  
Post-Cinema Perspectives on the Future of Media. 

Suggested Books 1. D. J. Bolter and R. Grusin, Remediation : Understanding New 
Media, MIT Press, Cambridge, 1999, 9780262522793 

2. B. Larkin, Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure, Duke 
University Press : Durham, NC : 2008 : 9780822341086 

3. J. Beller, The Cinematic Mode of Production : Attention Economy 
and the Society of Spectacle, Dartmouth Press, New Hampshire, 
2006, 9781584655831 

4. S. Denson and J. Leyda, Post-Cinema : Theorizing 21st Century 
Film, Reframe Books, Falmer, 2016, 9780993199639 
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Course Code HS 611 

Title of the Course Philosophy of Natural Sciences 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline 

Philosophy 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

None 

Objectives of the course  

Course Syllabus The Sciences of Philosophy and Philosophy of sciences, Sciences 

and Nature (Scientific Knowledge), Science and Progress of 

Knowledge, Explanation and Understanding (Physical Sciences 

and Biological Sciences), Inductive and Deductive Science, 

Philosophy and Science: Convergence and Difference.  

 

Suggested Books  

 

Books related to Philosophical Foundations of Science, 

Philosophy of Biology and critical approaches to Philosophy and 

Science will be referred in this course. 
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Course Code HS 612 / HS 412 

Title of the Course Contemporary Indian Thought 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline 

Philosophy 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

None 

Objectives of the course  

Course Syllabus Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda, M.K. Gandhi, V.D. 

Savarkar, Sri Aurobindo, Krishnachandra Bhattacharyya, B.R. 

Ambedkar and Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 

(The course deals with key ideas of some of the contemporary 

Indian thinkers. The attempt will be to focus on important 

debates in contemporary Indian Philosophy) 

 

Suggested Books  

 

1. Bhattacharya, Sabyasachi. The Mahatma and the Poet: 

letters and debates between Gandhi and Tagore, 1915-

1941. 1997. New Delhi: National Book Trust. 

2. Lal, B.K. Contemporary Indian Philosophy. 2010. Delhi: 

Motilal Banarasi Das. 

3. Raghurama Raju, A. Debates in Indian Philosophy: 

Classical, Colonial and Contemporary. 2007. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press. 

4. Raju, P.T.  Structural Depths of Indian Thought.1985. New 

Delhi: South Asian Publishers. 

5. Moolchand. Nationalism and Internationalism of Gandhi, 

Nehru and Tagore.1989. New Delhi: M.M. Publishers. 

6. Naravane, Vishwanath S.  1964. Modern Indian Thought. 

Bombay: Asia Publishing House. 

7. Nagaraj D.R. “Self-purification versus Self–respect” in 

Raghurama Raju. A (Ed) Debating Gandhi. 2006.New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

8. Nehru, Jawaharlal. The Discovery of India.1994. New York: 

Oxford University Press, Centenary Edition. 

9.  Sharma, Chandradhar A Critical Survey of Indian 

Philosophy. 2000. Delhi: Motilal Banarasi Das. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books&field-author=Chandradhar%20Sharma
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Course Code HS 615 

Course Title  Humanities and Technology 

Credit Structure  L-T- P-Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the 
concerned 
Discipline/School 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) 

Pre-requisite, if any None  

Objectives of the 
course 

• To be conversant with various concepts and methods to 
understand the intersection of Humanities and Technology 

• Develop the critical thinking skills necessary to evaluate digital 
scholarship 

• Collaborate on research in a field that has traditionally privileged 
individual scholarship 

• Writing skills through an engagement with writing as a continuing 
process 

Course Syllabus Digital Humanities: Authority and Authorship, Knowledge 
legitimization, expertise and credentialing, institutional histories, 
nexus of knowledge and power, selecting DH projects, Data mining, 
Using Gephi or Node XL for beginners 
Experimental Method in Cognitive and Behavioral Studies: 
Introduction to Experimentation: Experimentation and Scientific 
Method, Basics of Experimentation. Technological Support and 
Laboratory Experiment: Experimentation System Development, 
Computer Assisted Experimentation. Ethical Issues: Privacy and 
Confidentiality, Legal Liability, Data Sharing. 
Intellectual Property Rights: Copyrights, Copyrights in Digital 
World, Copyleft, Open Source, Trademarks (Passing Off), Geographical 
Indications, IPRs and Traditional Knowledge related issues e.g. 
Biopiracy 

Suggested books 1. Susan Scriebman, Ray Siemens and John Unsworth Ed A companion 
to Digital Humanities Oxford: Blackwell 2004.  

2. David Berry Understanding Digital Humanities Palgrave Macmilan, 
2012. 

3. Ed Jim Ridolfo and William-Hart Davidson. Rhetoric and the Digital 
Humanities University of Chicago Press, 2013. 

4. Anne Burdick, Johanna Drucker et al. Digital Humanities MIT Press, 
2013 

5. Mathew God Ed Introduction to Digital Humanities, MIT Press, 2008 
6. David W. Martin. (2008). Doing Psychology Experiments. 

Wadsworth. ISBN 10: 0495115770 / ISBN 13: 9780495115779 
7. Eugene Zechmeister, Jeanne Zechmeister, John Shaughnessy 

(2009). Essentials of Research Methods In Psychology. McGraw 
Hill Education (India) Private Limited. ISBN 10: 0070700451 

8. Allan J. Kimmel (2009). Ethical Issues in Behavioral Research: 
Basic and Applied Perspectives. John Wiley & Sons. ISBN: 978-1-
4051-3439-2 
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9. Elizabeth A. Buchanan (2003). Readings in Virtual Research Ethics: 
Issues and Controversies. Information Science Publishing. ISBN 13: 
9781591401520 

10. M. Kimberly MacLin and Robert L. Solso (2007). Experimental 
Psychology: A Case Approach. Pearson. ISBN-13: 978-0205410286 

11. Orlans Gluck (1997). Ethical Issues in the Use of Animals in 
Research. Psychology Press. ISBN13: 9780805898606 

12. Intellectual Property Rights: Patents, Copyrights, Trademarks and 
Allied Rights by Cornish, LLewelyn and Aplin 

13. Case studies of Facebook, Darjeeling Tea, Ell Nilly etc. 
14. Stiglitz, J.E. 1999. “Knowledge as a Global Public Good.” In Global 

Public Goods: International Cooperation in the 21st Century, ed. I. 
Kaul, I. Grunberg, and M.A. Stern. New York: Oxford University 
Press. 
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Course code HS 617 
Title of the course Essential of Human Memory 
Course Category Institute Elective 
Credit Structure L - T - P - Credits  

2-1-0-3 
Name of the Concerned 
Department 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any None 
Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

Understanding memory is important for daily life and proper 
brain functioning. This course will introduce and detail the 
concepts of memory and their application in different areas. The 
course will also provide advanced memory research directions. 

Course Outcomes • Understanding of memory 
• Identification of memory applications 
• New directions in advance memory research 

Course Content 1. Foundations to Memory Research: Introduction, Historical 
overview, Basic memory processes; Classical and Modern 
memory models 

2. Memory Systems: Sensory memory; Short-term and Working 
memory; Long-term memory; Encoding processes; Retrieval 
processes; Memory distortions; Factors influencing memories 

3. Applied Memory Research: Memory and education; Memory 
and eyewitness testimony; Memory and aging; Memory 
enhancement techniques 

4. Social and Cultural Aspects of Memory: Collective memory 
and cultural narratives; social memory; Memory and media 

5. Emerging Directions in Memory Research: Memory and 
technology; Cross-disciplinary collaborations; Ethical 
considerations in memory studies 

Suggested Books  
 

Textbook(s):  
1. E. Tulving, F. I. M. Craik, The Oxford Handbook of Memory, 

Oxford University Press, USA, 2000, 9780199729395, 
0199729395  

2. H. L. Roediger, H. L. Roediger III, S. M. Fitzpatrick, Y. Dudai: 
Science of Memory Concepts, Oxford University Press, USA, 
2007, 9780190295011, 0190295015 

Reference Book(s): 
1. A. D. Baddeley, M. W. Eysenck, and M. C. Anderson, Memory: 

Psychology, Press, New York, NY, USA: 2015: 9781848721845 
2. G. R. Loftus and E. F. Loftus: Human Memory: The Processing 

of Information, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Hillsdale, NJ, 
USA: 1976: 9780470543375  
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Course code HS 648/ HS 448 

Title of the course Indian Cinema: Nation, Region and Technology 

Course Category Institute Open Elective 

Credit Structure L - T - P - Credits  

2 - 1- 0 - 3 

Concerned 
Department 

Sociology/Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any None 

Course Objectives • The course will address the diversity of Indian film productions, 
beginning with the regional production centers of 
undivided/British India – Lahore, Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. 

• It will analyze the wealth of co-productions, remakes and 
adaptations across Indian film industries to understand how forms 
and themes have traveled across. 

Course Outcomes • Identify region-specific themes and genres in Indian film history 
• Assess the cultural history of adaptations, remakes, cinematic 

crossovers  

Course Content • Pre-Partition Film (Studios)  
• Cultural Translations across film Industries 

- Co-productions  
- Remakes   
- Adaptations  

• Thematic Overlaps in Representation 
- Rural-Urban Migration  
- Middle-Class Family 
- Desires and Commodity Fetish (Fashion, Travel etc.) 

• Key Representations in Art Cinema 
- Poverty in urban slums 
- Exploitation in the countryside 
- Police Brutality 

• Subtitling vs Dubbing 
• Globalization of Film Form 
• Over-the-Top (OTT) Platforms  

- Films vs Long-form storytelling 
- Rise of Regional film industries 

• Visual Effects (VFX) in Period Films 



 

30 

 

Suggested Books Textbook: 
1. Vebhuti Duggal, Bindu Menon and Spandan Bhattacharya (eds): 

Film Studies: An Introduction: Worldview Publications: Delhi & 
Kolkata: 2022: 9789382267515. 

 
2. Sudhir Mahadevan: A Very Old Machine: The Many Origins of the 

Cinema in India: State University of New York Press: Albany: 
2015: 9781438458298. 

 
Reference Books: 

1. M. Madhava Prasad: Cine-Politics : Film Stars and Political 
Significance in South India: Orient Blackswan: Hyderabad: 2014: 
978-8125053569 

2. Rajani Mazumdar: Bombay Cinema: An Archive of the City: 
University of Minnesota Press: Minneapolis: 2007: 978- 0-
816649426. 

3. S. V. Srinivas: Politics as Performance: A Social history of Telugu 
Cinema: Permanent Black: Ranikhet: 2013: 977-8178243726. 

4. Hrishikesh Ingle: Marathi Cinema, Cultural Space, and Liminality. 
Oxford University Press: New Delhi: 2022: 9780192859785. 
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Course code  HS 609 

 Title of the course History of English Literary Studies 

Course Category  Core 

 Credit Structure  L - T - P - Credits 
 2-0-0-2 

 Name of the Concerned 
Department 

 Humanities and Social Sciences 

 Pre-requisite, if any  None 

 Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

• Examine the evolution of English literary studies, focusing 
on key texts and movements. 

• Analyze the impact of critical theories and methodologies 
on literary interpretation. 

• Explore the role of English literary studies in 
contemporary academic and cultural contexts. 

Course Outcomes • Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the 
historical evolution of English literary studies and its key 
influences. 

• Apply various critical theories and methodologies to 
analyze and interpret significant literary texts. 

 Course Content • Historicizing Literature: Historical development of 
literature from Old English to Postmodernism, Focusing 
on significant shifts in form and ideology. 

• The Arc of the Renaissance: Literary and cultural 
transformations during the Renaissance and their impact 
on English literature. 

• Approaches to Literary Periods (1700-Present): Key 
literary movements and their influence on literary forms 
and responses to world events and ideologies. 

• Indian Classics in Context: Indian literary classics and 
their relationship with English literary forms and colonial 
histories. 

• The Rise of the Novel: Explore the novel's evolution as a 
literary form during the Victorian period, with a focus on 
themes of social change. 

• Literary Movements and Digital Culture: Examine the 
effects of popular fiction and digital culture on 
contemporary literary production. 

• Communicating the Cultural Industries: Analyze the 
relationship between literary production and the cultural 
industries, Including the publishing world and new media.   
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 Suggested Books  
 

Text Books:  
1. M.H Abrams, Doing Things with Texts Essays in 

Criticism and Critical Theory, W.W. Norton & Company, 
New York, 1989, ISBN 9780393027136 

2. Terry Eagleton, Literary Theory: An Introduction, 
University of Minnesota Pr (Trd), Minnesota, 2008, ISBN 
0816654476  

Reference Books:  
3. Chris Baldick, The Social Mission of English Criticism, 

1848–1932. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1992, ISBN 
0198129793  

4. Franklin E Court, Institutionalizing English Literature: 
The Culture and Politics of Literary Study 1750–1900, 
Stanford University Press, Stanford, CA, 1992, ISBN  
0804720436 

5. Robert Crawford, Devolving English Literature, 
Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 2000, ISBN 
074861429X  
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Course code HS 613 

Title of the course Novel in India: 18th and 19th Century 

Course Category Core 

Credit Structure L - T - P - Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the 
Concerned 
Department 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any None 

Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

• Introduce the key moments in the emergence of novel writing in 
the colonial period.    

• Examine literary narratives as a historical process.   
• Explore literature as a textual record of modernity.   

Course Outcomes • Learn the various expressive strategies that constitute the novel 
as a form.  

• Understand how textual practices evolve from historical 
moments.   

• Examine specific important texts in their specific social-historical 
contexts.    

Course Content • Theories of the rise of the novel: Formalism; Empiricism; 
Historicism. 

• Emergence of novel and its relationship with modern 
selfhood: Selfhood; Individual Consciousness; Interiority 
and private life. 

• Novel as part of early print culture: Printing Press and 
existing forms of literary representations and oral traditions. 

• Early novel writing and colonial modernity. 

Suggested Books  
   

Text Books: 
1. Sudipto Kaviraj, The Invention of Private Life: Literature and 

Ideas, The Orient Blackswan, India, 2015, ISBN 10-8178245272. 
2. Meenakshi Mukherjee, Realism and Reality: The Novel and 

Society in India, Oxford University Press, New York,1994, ISBN 
9780195616484. 

3. Udaya Kumar, Writing the First Person, Literature, History and 
Autobiography in Modern Kerala, The Orient Blackswan, India, 
2016, ISBN 978-8178245201. 

 
Reference Books: 

4. Baidik Bhattacharya and Sambudha Sen, Novel Formations – The 
Indian Beginnings of a European Genre, Ranikhet, Permanent 
Black, 2019, ISBN 8178245361. 
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5. Devaki Nandan Khatri, Chandrakanta, Prabhat Prakashan, New 
Delhi, 2018, ISBN 978-9352667383. 

6. O. Chandu Menon Translated by Devasia, Anitha,  Indulekha, 
Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2005, ISBN 978-0195678772.  
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Course code  HS 614 

 Title of the course  Language and Culture 

Course Category  Core  

 Credit Structure  L - T - P - Credits 
 2-1-0-3 

 Name of the Concerned 
Department 

 School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 Pre-requisite, if any  None 

 Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

This course aims to: 
● Provide overview of the fields of Cultural Linguistics 

and Linguistic Anthropology. 

● Familiarise learners with frameworks for 

investigating cultural conceptualizations 

underpinning human languages and usages. 

● Make learners aware of the nuances, intersections, 

and interactions between languages and cultures. 

Course Outcomes By the end of the course, the learners would be able to: 
● Demonstrate a nuanced understanding of the key 

concepts and theories in language and culture. 

● Display the ability to recognize and utilise the 

methodologies used in this field of study. 

● Apply the learnings acquired from this course to 

understand and evaluate their everyday language 

usage. 

 Course Content • The Introduction: Cultural linguistics, Linguistics 
anthropology, Ethnolinguistics, Cultural cognition, 
Cultural conceptualizations, Cultural categories, 
Metaphors, and schemas, Cultural scripts, Theory of 
linguistic relativity. 

 
• Studies in Language and Culture: Linguaculture, 

language, Power and social difference, Identity 
questions, Language ideology, Politeness, Emotional 
language, World Englishes and local cultures. 

 
• Research Methods in Language and Culture: 

Conceptual and associative analysis, Critical discourse 
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analysis, Corpus-based analysis, Ethnographic-
conceptual text/visual analysis. 

 
• Applications and Implications: Intercultural 

communication, Language and culture in language 
education, Language loss, Language death, Language 
revitalization, Studies on languages of Central India. 

Suggested Books  Text Books 

1. Danesi, M., Language, Society, and Culture: 

Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, 

Canadian Scholars’ Press, Toronto, 2008, ISBN 978-

1-551-30347-5. 

2. Kachru, B. B., Kachru, Y., & Sridhar, S. N. (Eds.), 

Language in South Asia, Cambridge University 

Press, United Kingdom, 2008,  ISBN 978-0-521-

78141-1. 

3. Sharifian, F., Advances in cultural linguistics in 

Approaches to Language, Culture, and Cognition 

(Ed) by Masataka Yamaguchi, Dennis Tay, and 

Benjamin Blount, Palgrave Macmillan UK, London, 

2014, ISBN 978-1-137-27481-6. 

Reference Books 

4. Sharifian, F. (Ed.), The Routledge handbook of 

language and culture, Routledge, London & New 

York, 2015, ISBN 978-0-415-52701-9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9781137274823#author-1-0
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9781137274823#author-1-1
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9781137274823#author-1-2
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Course code HS 619 

Title of the course Science of Language 

Course Category Core 

Credit Structure 
L-T- P-Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 
Department 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any None 

Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

• Study the anatomy of speech production, speech sound 

classification, and phonological rules. 

• Explore word formation processes, sentence structure, and 

key syntax theories. 

• Analyze meaning in language, including context, implicature, 

speech acts, and conversation analysis. 

Course Outcomes 

• Understand and classify speech sounds and apply 

phonological processes. 

• Analyze word formation and sentence structures using 

morphological and syntactic theories. 

• Interpret meaning in language, applying concepts of context, 

implicature, and speech acts in communication.  

Course Content 

• Phonetics and Phonology: Anatomy of speech production, 

Classification of speech sounds, Phonological processes and 

rules.  

• Morphology and Syntax: Word formation processes, 

Sentence structure and grammatical rules, Syntax theories. 

• Semantics and Pragmatics: Meaning in language, Context 

and implicature, Speech acts and conversation analysis. 
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Suggested Books  
 

Text Books: 
1. Liliane Haegeman, Introduction to Government and Binding 

Theory, Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford, 1994, ISBN 9780631190677. 
2. Robert Freidin, Foundations of Generative Syntax, MIT 

Press, Massachusetts, 1992, ISBN 9780262061445. 
3. William B. McGregor, Linguistics: An Introduction, 

Bloomsbury Publishing, London, 2015, ISBN 9780567583529. 

 
Reference Books: 

 

4. Laurence Horn and Gergory Ward, The Handbook of 

Pragmatics, Wiley, London, 2006, ISBN 9780631225485. 

5. R.L. Trask and Peter Stockwell, Language and Linguistics: 

The Key Concepts, Routledge, London, 2007, ISBN 

9780415413596. 

6. Steven Pinker, Language, Cognition, and Human Nature: 

Selected Articles, Oxford University Press, 2013, ISBN 

9780199361151. 
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Course Code HS 625 

Title of the Course Language and Society 

Course Category Core 

Credit Structure L-T-P-Credits 
2-0-2-3 
 

Name of the 
Concerned Discipline 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre requisite, if any None 

Scope of the course • Explore the relationship between language and social factors. 
• Examine language’s role in identity, cultural influences, and 

worldviews. 
• Gain practical research experience by collecting and 

analysing real-life language data. 

Course Outcome • Apply sociolinguistic theories and methodologies to analyse 
real-world linguistic data. 

• Develop the ability to engage in scholarly discussions on 
sociolinguistic issues with both scientific rigor and cultural 
sensitivity. 

• Analyse how language functions in its social context and the 
factors influencing linguistic variation and change. 

Course Syllabus Theory: 

Fundamentals of Sociolinguistics 
• Introduction to language, society, and speech communities 
• Language variation and change 
• Synchronic and Diachronic variation 

Language Variations and Society 
• Language, dialect, and variety 
• Pidgins and creoles 
• Social factors (age, gender, class, etc.) 

Language in the Real World 
• Language and power 
• Language and identity 
• Language and the worldview 
• Multilingualism and language contact 
• India as a “linguistic area” 

List of Representative Practicals: 
• Sociolinguistic research 

− Training in linguistics tools  
− Hands-on data collection and processing 
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− Project report on a topic relevant to the course 

Suggested Books Text Books: 

1. Dell Hymes, Foundations in Sociolinguistics: An 
Ethnographic Approach, Routledge, London, 2010, ISBN 
9780415606301. 

2. Peter Trudgill, Sociolinguistics: An Introduction to 
Language and Society, Penguin, London, 2000, ISBN 
9780140289213. 

3. Rajend Mesthrie, Joan Swann, Ana Deumert, William Leap, 
Introducing Sociolinguistics, Edinburgh University Press, 
Edinburgh, 2009, ISBN 9780748638444. 

Reference Books: 

4. David Crystal, Language Death, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, 2000, ISBN 9781139106856. 

5. Jack C. Richards and R.W. Schmidt, Language and 
Communication, Routledge, 2014, ISBN  9781315836027. 

6. Linda Thomas and Shân Wareing, Language, Society and 

Power: An Introduction, Routledge, London, 2003, ISBN 

9780415303934. 
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Course code HS 627 

Title of the course Composition and Rhetoric 

Course Category Core 

Credit Structure L-T- P-Credits 
0-1-2-2 

Name of the Concerned 
Department 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any None 

Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

This course will teach students the conventions of academic 
writing in Humanities and Social Sciences, and the different 
methods of reading and thinking on a single text 

Course Outcomes • Recognise sentence structures and paragraph writing   
• Examine rhetorical frameworks as part of larger social 

structures 
• Critically read and write through a theoretical and 

formal perspective   
• Analyse different forms of writings: popular, 

journalistic, critical, theoretical, academic   

Course Content • Identify and write different forms of paragraph 
writing - argumentative, descriptive, analytic 

• Narrative voice – Active and Passive Voice, 
Omniscient Narrator, Author/Reader 

• Frame Literature Review – Read three or more critical 
essays and identify keywords, key ideas and write a 
coherent conceptual paragraph 

• Annotated Bibliography     
• Close-read and Analize a short prose writing   

 
• Submit Writing Portfolio/Argumentative essay   

Suggested Books  
  
  

Text Book: 
1. Fredric Jameson, The Political Unconscious: 

Narrative as a Socially Symbolic ACT, Cornell 
University Press, New York, 2015, ISBN 10: 0-8014-
9222-X 

2. Stanley Fish, Is there a text in the Class? The 
Authority of Interpretative Communities, Harvard 
University Press, London, 1980, ISBN 0-674-46726-4 

Reference Books: 
3. Ravi Vasudevan, Making Meaning in Indian Cinema: 

Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2000, ISBN 019-
564-5456 2000. 
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Course Code HS 620 

Title of the Course Syntax, Semantics and Pragmatics 

Course Category Core 

Credit Structure  
L-T- P-Credits  
2-1-0-3  

Name of the Concerned 
Discipline/School 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre–requisite, if any None 

Scope of the Course 
(Objectives) 

• Study the structure of sentences through syntactic theories, 
focusing on X-bar theory, case assignment, and thematic roles. 

• Understand the principles of compositionality in semantics and 
the relationships between reference, sense, and meaning. 

• Recognize and interpret pragmatic elements like speech acts, 
implicature, and the role of context in meaning. 

Course Outcome 

• Apply syntactic theories, including movement and case, to 
analyze sentence structures. 

• Distinguish between semantic concepts such as reference, sense, 
and how meaning is composed. 

• Interpret and evaluate pragmatic features, such as speech acts 
and context-dependent language cues. 

Course Content 

• Syntax: Phrases, head, and x-bar theory, Movement, c-
command, and binding theory, Case theory and theta theory 
(thematic roles), Tense (T), complementizer (C), and 
determiner (D), Move-𝛼, merge, and move. 

• Semantics: Compositionality, Reference and Denotation, Sense 
and Meaning Relations. 

• Pragmatics: Speech Acts, Implicature, Deixis and Context-
Dependence.  

Suggested Books 

Text Books:  
1. Barbara Citko, Phase Theory: An Introduction, Cambridge 

University Press, 2014, ISBN 9781139644037.  

2. John I. Saeed, Semantics, Willey Blackwell, 2023, ISBN 

9781119709886.  

3. Knud Lambrecht, Information Structure and Sentence 

Form: Topic, Focus, and the Mental Representations of 

Discourse Referents, Cambridge Studies in Linguistics, 

1994, ISBN 9780521587044. 
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 Reference Books: 
4. Andrew Carnie, Syntax: A Generative Introduction, John 

Wiley & Sons, 2013, ISBN 978-0-470-65531-3. 

5. Andrew Radford, English Syntax: An Introduction, 

Cambridge University Press, 2004, ISBN 978-0521542753. 

6. Kate Kearns, Semantics, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017, ISBN 

9780230356092.  



 

44 

 

 

Course code HS 632 

Title of the course Research Methodology: Theory and Praxis 

Course Category Core 

Credit Structure L-T- P-Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the 
Concerned 
Department 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any None 

Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

• Develop a historical and critical understanding of diverse literary 

and social texts across genres 

• Learn to effectively analyze, interpret, and critique various 

sources using established research methodologies 

• Acquire skills in proper referencing, citation practices, and 

ethical use of literary and social sources 

• Equip students with the tools to design and conduct independent 

research, connecting theory to practical research applications 

Course Outcomes • Understand the structure and components of research papers 

and thesis formats. 

• Familiarize students with various theoretical frameworks used in 

academic writing. 

• Develop skills to effectively organize and present research 

findings in written form. 

• Gain proficiency in employing appropriate methodologies and 

citation styles relevant to their field of study. 

Course Content Foundations of Research 
• Research Questions, Objectives, Methodology, Thesis, and 

Hypothesis Development 

Theoretical Approaches 
• Literary genres: Poetry, Prose, and Drama 

• Linguistics: Theoretical approaches and research methods 

Data and Research Methods 
• Qualitative and Quantitative Research 

• Fieldwork, Data Documentation, and Metadata 

Language Education Research 
• Quantitative and Qualitative Studies 

• Teacher-Centered vs. Learner-Centered Approaches 
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Citation Styles and Paper Structure 
• Different formats of academic writing 

• Structure, drafting, citations, and bibliographies 

Suggested Books Text Books: 
1. Joseph Gibaldi, MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 

Papers: The Modern Language Association of America, New 

York, 2009, ISBN 9781603290241 

2. Gabriele Griffin, Research methods for English Studies, 

Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 2013, ISBN 

9780748683437 

3. Herman Rapaport, The Literary Theory Toolkit: A 

compendium of concepts and methods, Wiley-Blackwell, 

Malden, MA, 2011, ISBN 9781405170475  

Reference Books: 
4. Arindam Chakrabarti, The Bloomsbury Research Handbook of 

Indian aesthetics and the philosophy of art, Bloomsbury 

Publishing India Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi, 2016, ISBN 9781472525970 

5. Tapati Guha-Thakurta, The making of a new “Indian” art: 

Artists, Aesthetics and Nationalism in Bengal, c.1850–1920, 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1992, ISBN 

9780521392471  

6. Ian Watt, The rise of the novel: Studies in Defoe, Richardson 

and Fielding, The Bodley Head, London,  2015, ISBN 

9781847923851 
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Course code HS 629 

Title of the course Language and Education 

Course Category Core 

Credit Structure L - T - P - Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 
Department 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any None 

Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

This course is conceptualised to:  

● Acquaint learners to the dynamics and complexities of 

language education within the context of India.  

● Familiarise learners with the ongoing debates and 

discourses on language education. 

● Enhance awareness around the dominant epistemes that 

inform this field and engage in a critique of the same. 

Course Outcomes By the end of the course, the learners would be able to: 

• Describe, discuss, and evaluate multiple language 

teaching methods and approaches 

• Apply theoretical knowledge to evaluate and understand 

language policies and policies in language education 

• Develop a nuanced understanding of various identity 

positions that inform language education within the 

Indian context 

Course Content • Language Education in India: Socio-historical analysis of 

language education in India, English education for 

multicultural and multilingual contexts, Education 

policies 

• Language teaching methods and approaches: 

Grammar Translation methods, Audiolingual Method, 

Communicative Language Teaching Approach, Task-

based Language Teaching, Post-method Approach 

• Theories of language acquisition and learning: Nature 

vs nurture debate, Cognitivism, Socio-cognitivism, Second 

language acquisition theories 

• Language classrooms as contested spaces: Critical 

pedagogy, Philosophy of education, Politics of language 

learning, Intersectionality and language learning 
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• Digitality and language education: Accessibility and 

inaccessibility questions, Digital transition in language 

education, AI and language education 

Suggested Books  Text Books: 

1. Freire, P, Pedagogy of the oppressed, Continuum, New 

York, 1970, ISBN 9780826412768 

2. Jayendran, Nishevita, Anusha Ramanathan, and Surbhi 

Nagpal, Language education: Teaching English in 

India, Taylor & Francis, London, 2021, ISBN 

9781003054368  

3. Richards, J. C., Rodgers S. T, Approaches and methods in 

language teaching, Cambridge University Press, 

Australia, 2014, ISBN 9781009024532 

Reference Books: 

4. Block, D. Cameron, C., Globalization and language 

teaching, Routledge, London, 2001, ISBN 

9780415242769  

5. Chauhan, C. P. S., Modern Indian Education, Kanishka 

Publishers, New Delhi, 2004, ISBN 9788173916410.  

6. Krashen, S. D., Principles and Practice in Second 

Language Acquisition, Pergamon Pres Inc., University of 

South Carolina, 1982, ISBN 0080286283 
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Course Code HS 641 

Title of the Course English Communication Skills 

Contact Hours  

 

L-T-P 

2-0-2- [Grades: Pass (PP) or No Pass (NP)] 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline/School 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HSS) 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 

Scope of the course  

Course Syllabus Communication Fundamentals: Stages of Communication, 

Channels of Communication, Technical Communication Skills, 

Barriers to Effective Communication 

Listening Comprehension: Types of Listening, Listening with a 

Purpose, Barriers to Listening, Improving Listening 

comprehension, Listening and Note Taking 

Speaking: The Speech Process, Conversation (Telephonic) and 

Oral Skills, Body Language, Phonetics and Spoken English, 

Speaking Techniques in a Global Village 

Group Discussion: Importance of Group Discussion Skills, 

Characteristics of Successful Group Discussion, Group 

Discussion Strategies, Techniques for Individual Contribution, 

Group Interaction Strategies, Group Discussion in Action (video 

recording) 

Presentation Skills: Planning the Presentation, Preparing the 

Presentation, Improving Delivery, Checklist for Effective 

Presentation (oral) 

Study Skills: Reading Comprehension, Note Making 

Summarising and Paraphrasing, Referencing 

Grammar Review: Parts of Speech, Use of Articles, 

Prepositions, Modals, Tenses, Active and Passive, For M.S., 

Direct and Indirect Speeches, Conditional Sentences, Question 

Tags, Common Errors 

Writing Strategies: Writing Effective Sentences, Sentence 

Coherence, Paragraph and Essay Writing Report Writing, 

Proposals and Articles 

The Craft of Business Letter Writing: Essentials of Effective 

Correspondence, The Lay-out of a Business Letter, Formats for 

Typing: Block and Indented Styles, Salutation, Subject, Body and 

Closures, Resumes and Cover Letters 

Development of Vocabulary and Soft Skills 
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Suggested books 

 

1. M. Raman and  S. Sharma, Technical Communication: 

English Skills for Engineers, Oxford University Press, 2011 

2. K. Mohan and M. Banerji, Developing Communication 

Skills, McMillan Co., 1990. 

3. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Oxford University 

Press, 2010(8th edition) (with CD). 

4. M. Swan, Practical English Usage, Oxford University Press, 

1996. 

5.  Reid & Martin  

 

http://www.flipkart.com/author/meenakshi-raman
http://www.flipkart.com/author/sangeeta-sharma
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Course code   HS 642/ HS 442 

Title of the course  Language and Mind 

Credit Structure L - T - P – Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 
Discipline 

 Humanities & Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any  NA 

Scope of the course  The course aims to build interest of students in the field of language 
and mind. Language is considered to be the most accessible output of 
the working of the mind and raises some very important questions 
for a phenomenon unique to human beings. The course addresses 
some fundamental questions including how language is represented 
in our minds, how children acquire language so quickly and 
effortlessly, the connection between language and thought among 
others. 

Course Syllabus Nature of Language: Language as an object of scientific study, 
essential components of Language, Standard and non-standard 
languages, basic universal features in phonological, morphological 
and syntactic systems of language.  
Biological Foundations: Is Language unique to humans? Animals 
learning language, Nature versus Nurture Debate for Language, 
Language Acquisition Device, Poverty of Stimulus, Principles and 
Parameters, Critical Period Hypothesis, Case Studies of Feral 
Children and language savants, Linguistic Relativism.  
Language in the Brain: Language in the human brain, contra-
lateralization, and language centres in the brain, aphasia and its 
types, specific language impairment, brain plasticity, fundamental 
differences between first and second language acquisition, sign 
language. 

 Suggested Books 1. J. F. Kess, Psycholinguistics: Psychology, Linguistics, and the 
Study of Natural Language, John Benjamins Publishing, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, 1992, 9789027235848 

2. N. ChoM.S.ky, Lectures on Government and Binding, Mouton De 
Gruyter, Holland, 1981, 9783110141313 

3. S. D. Krashen, Second Language acquisition and Second 
Language Learning, Pergamon Press Inc, Oxford, 1981, 
0080253385 

4. J. Aitchison, The Articulate Mammal: An Introduction to 
Psycholinguistics, Routledge, New York, 2008, 0415420164 
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Course Code HS 643/ IHS 443 

Title of the Course Contemporary Short Fiction 

Credit Structure  
 

L-T- P-Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 
Discipline/School 

English/HSS 

Pre–requisite, if any NIL 

Scope of the course This course aims to familiarize students with the genre of the short 
story, a form of writing that has been around ever since human 
beings began to write the stories. Students will learn to understand 
the features of the short story and read selected short works 
written in the 20th century from different cultures across the world. 
Translations of stories in different languages will allow students to 
recognize the various modes of crafting and narrating short stories 
across the world. Examples of novellas or the ‘long’ short story will 
also be discussed. 

Course Syllabus Discussion of short stories, history of the short story, introduction 
to prominent short story authors from different cultures and their 
writings, identify and describe the different features of the genre, 
story and plot structure, critical writing in the genre, comparison of 
structure and form with other genres of literature. 

Suggested Books 1. D. Halpern (edited), The Art of the Story: An International 
Anthology of Contemporary Short Stories, Penguin 2000. 

2. N. Chimamanda Ngozi and J. Lahiri (Edited), The Global 
Anthology of Short Stories, New Internationalist Publishing, 
May 2009. 

(Selected 10-12 stories from both these collections) 

Background Readings: 

1. M H Abrams Glossary of Literary terms, Wadsworth 
Publishing, 2011. 

2. Selected electronic articles that I will provide links to or copies 
from time to time. 
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Course code HS 645/ HS 445 

Title of the course Advanced Discourse Studies 

Credit Structure  L - T - P - Credits 
 2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 
Department 

Humanities & Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any NA 

Scope of the course Scope: This course is designed to focus on discourse analytic 
approaches to research in education and related areas of inquiry.  The 
course has been conceived to provide insights through an 
interdisciplinary lens and caters to traditions that range from 
interactional sociolinguistics to conversation analysis and critical 
discourse analysis.   
Learning Objectives: The course is intended for doctoral students 
who would like to learn about discourse analysis for an advanced 
understanding of their own set of research data. 
To develop interest and appreciation for theories of talk-in-
interaction and conversation analysis as methods in the practice of 
research. 
Familiarity with research based on interactions deploying discourse 
analytic approaches. 

Course Syllabus Theoretical framework of discourse studies 
Theories and methods of discourse, ethnography, discourse as a 
cultural practice. 
Methods of discourse analysis 
Transcription, complexities involved in analysing written and spoken 
language, text and discourse, ethical treatment of data, conversational 
sequence, interaction and power structure. 
Analysing discourse using Conversation Analysis as a tool 
Analysis of multiple set of interactions including classroom exchanges 
using conversation analysis as a method. 

References 1. Foucault, M. (1972). The Archaeology of knowledge. New York: 
Pantheon Books. 

2. Garfinkel, H. (1967). Studies in ethnomethodology. Englewood 
Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

3. Goffman, E. (1959). The presentation of self in everyday life. New 
York: Anchor Books, Doubleday. 

4. Goffman, E. (1981). "Footing" in Forms of talk. Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press. 

5. Goodwin, C. (1981). Conversational organization: Interaction 
between speakers and hearers. New York: Academic Press. 

6. Gumperz, J. J. (1982). Discourse strategies. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

7. Labov, W., & Fanshel, D. (1977). Therapeutic discourse: 
Psychotherapy as conversation. New York: Academic Press. 

8. Malone, M. J. (1997). Worlds of talk: The presentation of self in 
everyday conversation. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

9. Sacks, H. (1992). Lectures on conversation. (Vol. I-II). Oxford: 
Blackwell. 
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10. Van Dijk, T. A. (Ed.). (1997a). Discourse as social interaction. 
London: Sage. 
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Course Code HS 655/ HS 455 

Title of the 
Course  

Digital Humanities 

Credit Structure (L-T-P)-Credits   
2-0-2-3 

Name of the 
Concerned 
Department 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if 
any 

NIL 

Course 
Objective 

Scope of the Course  
1. Explain the broad spectrum and perspective of Digital Humanities 

(DH)  
2. Introduce the necessary tools and techniques to understand various 

DH research projects   
3. Critically discuss DH projects  
4. Explain DH in various disciplines.  
5. Plan, Evaluate, and Develop a DH research project  

Course Syllabus Introduction and History of DH: Intersection of digital technology and 
humanities disciplines; the history of humanities computing  
Analysis of DH Projects, Platforms, and Tools: Text and Document; Digital 
Tools; Digitization, OCR, Text Analysis  
Digital Environments: Copyright, Digital Rights,  
Visual Cultures: Images as visual cultures, Subject-Object debate; Power 
and Knowledge; Visual Cultures and Critical theory; Mapping-Geo spatial 
Humanities; role of place and space in cultural visibility; digital heritage, 
Digital Knowledge Spaces 
Archive and Its Evolution: Introducing, Archive in historical time, politics 
and poetics of archiving, archive in the digital age  
Databases: Types of Databases, repositories and their making 
Authorship, Open Access, Building Open Access Ecosystems, Open Access 
India, Databases across Indian languages. 
Laboratory: Disciplinary Presentations, Digital Humanities Project 
Critiques, and Final Project  

Suggested 
Books 

Text Books: 
1. Eileen Gardiner, Ronald G. Musto (2015), The Digital Humanities: A 

Primer for Students and Scholars, Cambridge University Press. ISBN 
9781139003865 

2. Eve, Martin (2019) Close Reading with Computers Paperback ISBN: 
9781503609365 
Ebook ISBN: 9781503609372 

3. Maya Dodd and Nidhi Kalra Edited (2020) Digital Humanities in 
India: Pedagogy, Publishing and Practices ISBN 9780367347932 

4. Gold, Matthew K. (2012), Debates in the Digital Humanities, 
University of Minnesota Press SBN 978-0-8166-7795-5 

Reference Books:  
1. Hockey, Susan. (2000), Electronic Texts in the Humanities: Principles 

and Practice, Oxford University Press. ISBN-13: 9780198711940 
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2. Schreibman, S., Siemens, R., Unsworth, J. (2004), Companion to Digital 
Humanities, Oxford: Blackwell. Print ISBN:9781405103213 |Online 
ISBN:978047099987 
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Course Code HS 656 

Title of the 
Course  

Applied Linguistics 
 

Credit Structure L-T-P-Credits  
(2-0-2-3) 
 

Department School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Pre-requisite, if 
any 

NIL 

Scope of the 
Course  
 

Introduce the prospective students/ researchers to the discipline of applied 
linguistics, sociolinguistics, language teaching-learning process, discourse of 
language, educational linguistics; Introduce field methods to understand the 
nuances of the field/subject and for undertaking research projects. 

Course Syllabus An introduction on Historical and theoretical development of Applied 
Linguistics:  
Linguistics and applied linguistics, interdisciplinarity in applied linguistics, 
approaches to creating knowledge systems, historical and theoretical 
development, new directions and challenges. 
A brief introduction of the contemporary issues in applied linguistics: 
Language learners and learning: language learning, immigrant and 
endangered languages, language conflict and attrition, language discourse 
studies, language for specific purposes; 
Language teaching and education: multilingual education, culture in 
language teaching, minority language education, communicative language 
teaching; 
Language policy: language policy in multilingual educational contexts, 
language death and revival, linguistic imperialism, linguistic identity and 
standard and non-standard languages. 
Field methods/field work/ analysis of case studies for dissertation: 
A brief introduction and application of field methods, tools and softwares 
(MaxQDA) used to study conversation analysis for cases based on talk-in- 
interactions. 

Suggested 
Books 

1. Corder S P (1973). Introducing applied linguistics. Harmondsworth, UK: 
Penguin. ISBN. 014081051X   

2. Gumperz J (2009). Language and social identity. Cambridge, England: 
Cambridge University Press. ISBN 9780521288972 

3. Hymes D (1974). Foundations in sociolinguistics: an ethnographic 
approach. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. ISBN 
978081221065.  

4. Kaplan R B (ed.) (2010). Oxford handbook of applied linguistics. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. ISBN:9780195384253. 

5. Labov W (1973). Sociolinguistic patterns. Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania press. ISBN 978081221052. 

6. Paul G J (2014). An introduction to discourse analysis: theory and method. 
New York: Routledge. ISBN 9780415725569. 

7. Skutnabb-Kangas T (2000). Linguistic genocide in education or 
worldwide diversity and human rights? Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates. ISBN 9780805834680. 



 

57 

 

Spolsky B (2018). Language policy. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
ISBN 9781108454117. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Code HS 741 

Title of the Course Black Literary Cultures and the Slave Tradition 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned 

Discipline 

English 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 

Scope of the course The Course will focus on selected writings and excerpts from the above 

authors. The attempt will be to study some of these works and writers 
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in tandem so as to trace the evolution of Black Intellectual thought and 

its ideational influence on Black Narratives 

Course Syllabus Phillis Wheatley, Iola Leroy, Frances E.W. Harper, Our Nig, Harriet E. 

Wilson, Martin Delany, 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Frederick Douglass 

The Souls of Black Folk, W E B Du Bois, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale 

Hurston, James Baldwin, Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison, Harold Cruse, 

Angela Davis, CLR James, V.Y. Mudimbe, Achille Mbembe, Leopold 

Senghor, Franz Fanon, Cornel West, Samuel R Delany, Octavia Butler, 

Randall Keenan, Colson Whitehead, 

Suggested Books  1. An Introduction to Africana Philosophy, Lewis Gordon 

2. African American Perspectives and Philosophical Traditions, John 

P. Pittman 

3. Blacks and Social Justice, Bernard R. Boxill. 

4. The Signifying Monkey, Henry Louis Gates. 

5. The Practice of Diaspora: Literature, Translation and the Rise of 

Black Internationalism, Brent Hayes Edwards 

6. Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination, Toni 

Morrison. 

7. African American Literary Theory: A Reader, Winston Napier 
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Course Code HS 742 

Title of the Course Twentieth Century and the European Novel 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned Discipline 

English 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 

Scope of the course An attempt will be made to position the genre as a mode of response 

to a period of volatility and turbulence on the European continent. The 

course could include selections from other genres and alternative 

media in order to examine concepts such as nation, state and 

citizenship and the way in which these concepts pan out in literary 

narrative. 

Course Syllabus Marcel Proust – Swan in Love 

Thomas Mann – Dr. Faustus 

Franz Kafka – The Trial 

Albert Camus – The Outsider  

Joseph Roth- The Radetsky March 

Italo Calvino- If on a winter’s night a traveler 

Suggested Books  1. Mikhail Bakhtin, Dialogic Imagination 

2. Milan Kundera, The Art of the Novel 

3. Roland Barthes, A Barthes Reader, ed. by Susan Sontag 

4. André Brink, The Novel: Language and Narrative from Cervantes 

to Calvino  

5. Georg Lukács, The Theory of the Novel  

6. Jenny Mander, Remapping the Rise of the European Novel  

7. Christopher Nash, World-games: the tradition of anti-realist 

revolt  

8. Vladimir Nabokov, Lectures on Literature  

9. Jacques Derrida, Spectres of Marx 

10. Giorgio Agamben, State of Exception 

11. Alain Badiou, Being and Event  

12. Sigmund Freud, Civilization and its Discontents 
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Course Code HS 743 

Title of the Course Indian English Fiction  

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned 

Discipline 

English 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 

Scope of the course The course will make an attempt at examining the varied ways in which 

the notion of India has been explored by the various practitioners of 

Indian English fiction. Through an analysis of some of the representative 

Indian fiction in English and close reading of some relevant excerpts from 

the texts, some of the issues which may be discussed in some detail in the 

class are: “anxiety of Indianness”, “the role of target audience in the 

author’s depiction of India”, “India as a nation state”, “postcolonial India”, 

“urban-rural divide in India”, “portrayal of marginalized India on the 

basis of caste, class, religion, gender, region”, “stereotypes and realities 

in depicting India”, “India of Indian English Fiction versus India of 

Regional Language Literatures”, “Indian identity”, “notions of ‘local’, 

‘global’, ‘glocal’”,etc.  The list of texts mentioned are only indicative and 

other relevant texts could be included to explore these issues further or 

to bring in new perspectives. The background readings will be helpful in 

familiarizing the students with some of the issues at hand and their 

complexities. 

Course Syllabus Rao, Raja. Kanthapura; Narayan, R. K. Malgudi Days; Anand, Mulk Raj. 

Untouchable; Singh, Khushwant. A Train to Pakistan; Desani, G. V. All 

About H. Hatter; Rushdie, Salman. Midnight’s Children; Tharoor, Shashi. 

The Great Indian Novel; Mathur, Anurag. The Inscrutable Americans; Das, 

Manoj. Cyclones; Roy, Arundhati. God of Small Things; Lahiri, Jhumpa. 

Interpreter of Maladies; Swarup, Vikas. Q & A; Deb, Siddhartha. Surface; 

Adiga, Aravind. The White Tiger;  

Raj, M. C. Raachi 

Suggested Books  1. Mukherjee, Meenakshi. The Perishable Empire: Essays on Indian 

Writing in English 

2. Mukherjee, Meenakshi. The Twice Born Fiction 

3. Vijay Kumar, T, Mukherjee, Meenakshi, Harish Trivedi, et al, eds. 

Focus India: Postcolonial Narratives of the Nation 

4. Mukherjee, Meenakshi. Realism and Reality: The Novel and Society in 

India. 

5. Mukherjee, Meenakshi, Vijayasree, C. Nation in Imagination 

6. Khair, Tabish. Babu Fictions: Alienation in Contemporary Indian 

English Novels 
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7. Naik, M. K., Narayan, Shymala, A. Indian English Fiction: A Critical 

Study 

8. Bates, Crispin. Beyond Representation: Colonial and Postcolonial 

Constructions of Indian Identity 
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Course Code HS 744  

Title of the Course South Asian Diaspora Literature 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned 

Discipline 

English 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 

Scope of the course The concept of Diaspora as a state of deterritorialization is perhaps a 

common theme that runs across the various implications of the term 

extending but not confined to ideas of exile, displacement and migration, 

forced or otherwise. While recognizing that there is always a hint or 

trace of the roots / home that defines the cultural and historical identity 

of the exile / migrant   the course will seek to build a healthy wariness of 

essentializing threads of race or ethnicity that limit discussions to those 

that revolve around nationhood. 

Course Syllabus Paranjape, Makarand. In Diaspora: Theories, Histories, Texts. New Delhi: 

Indialog Publications, 2001; Bose, Neilesh, Ed. Beyond Bollywood and 

Broadway: Plays from the South Asian Diaspora. Bloomington: Indiana 

University Press, 2009 (selected plays); Baldwin, Shauna Singh. We Are 

Not in Pakistan. New Delhi: Rupa, 2009; Refiq, Fauzia, Ed. Aurat Durbar: 

Writings by Women of South Asian Origin. Toronto: Second Story Press, 

1995; Diane McGifford, Ed. Geography of Voice: Canadian Literature of the 

South Asian Diaspora. Toronto: TSAR, 1992; Ghosh, Amitav. The Shadow 

Lines. London: BlooM.S.buy, 1988; 

Kureishi, Hanif. The Buddha of Suburbia. New York: Viking, 1990; Mathur, 

Anurag. The Inscrutable Americans. Kolkata: Rupa & Co, 1991. 

Suggested Books  1. Mishra, Vijay. The Literature of the Indian Diaspora: Theorizing the 

Diasporic Imaginary. New York: Routledge, 2007. 

2. Nasta, Susheila. Home Truths: Fictions of the South Asian Diaspora in 

Britain. London: Palgrave Mcmillan, 2001. 

3. Pirbhai, Mariam. Mythologies of Migration, Vocabularies of Indenture: 

Novels of the South Asian Diaspora in Africa, the Caribbean, and Asia-

Pacific. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009. 

4. Rushdie, Salman. Imaginary Homelands: Essays and Criticism, 1981-

1991. London: Granta Books, 1991. 
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Course Code HS 745 

Title of the Course Postcolonial Theory and Criticism 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned 

Discipline 

English 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 

Scope of the Course  The course will build on introductory concepts in the field of post-

colonialism using them to see if a move can be made away from the 

advocacy of the conventional empire model. The readings of texts such 

as The travels of Dean Mohammed, A Passage to India, Oroonoko, 

Mansfield Park, Wide Sargasso Sea, Heart of Darkness and the stories of 

Tagore among others will strive to establish a premise for the study of 

postcolonial texts based on more intimate spaces such as folkways, 

societal ritual, language and religion, eventually helping the reader to 

think in terms of “imagined communities” rather than ones that are 

historically generated. 

Course Syllabus 1. Ashcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin. The Empire Writes 

Back: Theory and Practice in Post-colonial Literatures. New York: 

Routledge, 1989. 

2. The Post-Colonial Studies Reader. New York: Routledge, 1995. 

3. Loomba, Ania. Colonialism/ Postcolonialism. New York: Routledge, 

1998. 

4. Bhabha, Homi K. The Location of Culture. New York: Routledge, 1994. 

5. Nation and Narration. New York: Routledge, 1990. 

6. Said, Edward W. Culture and Imperialism. New York: Knopf, 1994. 

7. Orientalism. New York: Pantheon, 1978. 

8. Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. In Other Worlds: Essays in Cultural 

Politics. New York: Routledge, 1987. 

9. Trivedi, Harish, and Meenakshi Mukherjee, eds. Interrogating Post-

Colonialism: Theory, Text and Context. Shimla: IIAS, 1996. 

Suggested Books  1. Fanon, Frantz. Black Skin, White Masks. Tr. Constance Farrington. 

New York: Grove Press, 1994. 

2. The Wretched of the Earth. Tr. Richard Philcox. New York: Grove 

Press, 2005. 

3. Williams, Patrick, and Laura Chrisman, eds. Colonial Discourse and 

Post-colonial Theory: A Reader. New York: Columbia University 

Press, 1994. 

4. Chrisman, Laura and Benita Parry. Postcolonial Theory and Criticism. 

New York: D. S. Brewer, 2000. 
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Course Code HS 746  

Title of the Course Translation Studies 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned Discipline 

English 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 

Scope of the course The course will involve a study of primary texts that have been self-

translated by authors such as Manoj Das, Girish Karnad, O.V. Vijayan 

and Rabindranath Tagore. The background readings will be helpful in 

familiarizing the students with some of the issues at hand and their 

complexities. 

Course Syllabus Amos, F. R. R. Early Theories of Translation. New York: Octagon, 1973. 

Anderman, G. Europe on Stage: Translation and Theatre. London: 

Oberon Books, 2005. 

Bassnett, S. Translation Studies. London: Routledge, 1980. 

Bassnett, S. and Lefevere, A. Constructing Cultures: Essays on Literary 

Translation. Clevedon: Multilingual matters, 1998. 

Bassnett, S. and Trivedi, H, eds. Postcolonial Translation: Theory and 

Practice. London: Routledge, 1999. 

Chaudhuri, S. Translation and Understanding. Delhi: Oxford University 

Press, 1999. 

Cheyfitz, E. The Poetics of Imperialism: Translation and Colonization 

from The Tempest to Tarzan. London: Oxford University Press, 1991. 

Kothari, R. Translating India. Manchester: St Jerome, 2003. 

Lefevere, A. Translation, Rewriting and the Manipulation of Literary 

Fame. London: Routledge, 1992. 

Toury, G. In Search of a Theory of Translation. Tel Aviv: Porter Institute, 

1980. 

Suggested Books  1. Bly, R. The Eight Stages of Translation. Boston: Rowan Tree, 1983. 

2. Cronin, M. Translation and Globalization. London, Routledge, 2003. 

3. Katan, D. Translating Cultures. Manchester: St. Jerome, 2004. 

4. Kreiswirth, M. and Cheetham, M. A., eds. Theory Between the 

Disciplines: Authority / Vision / Politics. Ann Arbor: The University 

of Michigan Press, 1990. 
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Course Code HS 747 

Title Advanced Literary Theory  

Credit Structure  L-T- P-Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the 
Discipline 

English 

Pre–requisite, if any  NIL 
Scope of the course This course aims to familiarize research students with the 

fundamentals of theoretical vocabulary and understand the works of 
important theorists in the discipline. The course uses the Norton 
Anthology of Theory and Criticism as the overarching text to select the 
particular theorists and works to be covered based on the research 
interests of the students of a particular semester. The other seminal 
texts are selected keeping in mind some of the relevant questions of 
criticism in the discipline. Postcolonial Studies, Politics of language, 
translations are some of the areas covered in depth. Faculty teaching 
the course can add other works relevant to the broad area of literary 
theory for any particular semester. This can change based on 
individual faculty and student research areas.  The aim of the course is 
to discuss the role of theory in literary discourse and its importance in 
critically examining the contexts of literary works that may lead to 
new ways of reading and understanding different works.  The course 
offers an in-depth understanding of theoretical terminology that 
enables students to develop a sense of the strengths and weaknesses 
of the well-known schools of theory. Most importantly, the course aims 
to train them to recognize the parameters from which the terminology 
emerges and develop the ability to analyze incisively and offer new 
ways of (re)configuring meta narratives.  

Course Syllabus Formalism, Reader-response theory, Rhetoric, Dialecticism, 
Structuralism, Post-structuralism, Post-colonialism, Translation 
Theories, Deconstruction, Feminist and Gender studies, Race Theory, 
Cultural Studies will be some of the major schools of theory covered.  

Suggested Books 1. Charu Gupta, Ed. Gendering Colonial India: Reforms, Print, Caste and 
Communalism.  Orient Blackswan, New Delhi. 

2. David Damrosch. What is World Literature? Princeton University 
Press, NJ 2003 

3. Eagleton, Terry. Literary Theory: An Introduction. University of 
Minnesota Press, 2008. 

4. Foucault, Michel.  Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, 
translated by Allen Sanders, 1971. 

5. GJV Prasad and Makarand Paranjpe Ed Indian English and 
Vernacular India: Contests and Contexts. New Delhi: Pearson 
Longman, 2010. 

6. Jeffrey T Nealon and Susan Giroux, The Theory Toolbox: Critical 
Concepts for the New Humanities, Rowman and Littlefield, Lanham, 
MD 2003. 

7. Loomba, Ania and Esty, Jed Edited. Postcolonial Studies and Beyond 
Duke University Press, New York, 2005.  
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8. Paranjpe, Makarand Ed. Nativism:  Essays in Literary Criticism. 
New Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, 1997 

9. Another Canon: Indian Texts and Traditions in English. 
London: Anthem Books, 2009; Paperback ed, New Delhi: Anthem 
Press, 2010. 

10. Spivak, Gayatri.  A Critique of Postcolonial Reason: Toward a History 
of the Vanishing Present, Harvard University Press, 1999.  

11. The Aesthetics of Education in the Age of Globalization, Harvard 
University Press, 2012. 

12. Satya Mohanty. Literary Theory and the Claims of History: 
Postmodernism, Objectivity and Multicultural Politics. Cornell 
University Press, 1997. 

13. Trivedi, Harish and Susan Bassnett: Postcolonial translation 
Studies. 

14. Vincent Leitch, Barabara Johnson, John McGowan et al edited 
Norton’s Anthology of Theory and Criticism. W.W. Norton, 2010. 

Primary Works of Literature (just a sample, can be changed by 
the Course Instructor) 
1. Amitav Ghosh. In an Antique Land Permanent Black, Ravi Dayal 

Press 2009. 
- The Glass Palace. Random House February 2002; Sea of 

Poppies. 2010 
2. Mahashweta Devi. (translated by Gayatri Spivak) Imaginary Maps. 

Routledge, New York 2002. 
3. Mahashweta Devi (translated by Suman Gangopadhyay): Mother of 

1084 
4. Lalithambika Antherjanam (Translated by Gita Krishnankutty): 

Cast me Out if you Will. 
5. Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. Norton Critical Edition, Ed 

Sherman, William.  
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Course Code HS 748 

Title of the Course Language and Cognition 

Course Category Elective 

Credit Structure L-T-P-Credits 
2-0-2-3 

Name of the 
Concerned Discipline 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre requisite, if any NIL 

Objectives of the 
course  

• Explores how language and cognition interact, focusing on 
perception, memory, attention, and conceptualization. 

• Introduces core cognitive linguistics frameworks and provides 
hands-on experience designing simple cognitive experiments. 

• Examines cultural variation and applications to 
psycholinguistics, language acquisition, and language teaching. 

 
Outcomes • Learn the foundational principles and theories of cognitive 

linguistics to understand how cognition influences language use. 
• Apply cognitive linguistic methods to analyze real-world 

language variation across socio-cultural contexts. 
• Recognize interdisciplinary links and practical implications for 

language learning, technology, and future research. 

Course Content Foundations of Cognitive Linguistics 
Embodiment, mental representation, categorization, concept-image-
symbol relations, experiential grounding, cognitive models of meaning 
(Idealised Cognitive Model, Radial Network Model, Schematic Network 
Model, Embodied Cognition Model), structure of conceptual systems. 

Conceptual Structure and Meaning 
Conceptual metaphor, conceptual integration, prototype theory, radial 
networks, schematic networks, category structure, dynamic meaning 
construction. 

Language, Mind, and Experience 
Language–culture–thought interface, perception, memory, emotion, 
cultural cognition, conceptual variation, experience and meaning, 
cognition in context. 

Usage, Grammar, and Society 
Grammar as meaning, Cognitive Sociolinguistics, Construction 
Grammar Model (CxG), Usage-based Model, Entrenchment and 
Salience Model, frequency effects, variation, language acquisition, 
social interaction and structure. 

Representative List of Experiments:  

Design, data collection, and data analysis of the following experiments: 

• Stroop Test  
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• Lexical Decision Task 
• Prosodic Task  
• Category Induction Text 
• Semantic Networking Superiority Task 

Suggested Books Textbooks: 

1. Evans, V., & Green, M.: Cognitive Linguistics: An 
Introduction: Edinburgh University Press: 2006: 
9780748622808 

2. Geeraerts, D., Dirven, R., Taylor, J. R. (Eds.): Cognitive 
Linguistics : Basic Readings: Mouton de Gruyter: 2006: 
103110190842 

3. Labov, W.: Principles of linguistic change, vol. 3: Cognitive and 
cultural factors: Wiley Blackwell: 2011: 9781405112147  

Reference Books:   

4. Croft, W., & Cruse, D. A.: Cognitive Linguistics: Cambridge 
University Press: 2012: 9780511803864  

5. Levinson, S. C.: Space in language and cognition: 
Explorations in cognitive diversity: Cambridge University 
Press: 2009: 9780511613609 

6. Talmy, L.: Toward a Cognitive Semantics, Vol. 1: Concept 
Structuring Systems: MIT Press: 2003: 9780262700962 

7. Tomasello, M.: Constructing a Language: A Usage-Based 
Theory of Language Acquisition: Harvard University Press: 
2005: 9780674017641 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Structure for Ph.D. Program in Economics 
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(A) Semester-I (Autumn / Spring) 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1 HS 601 Research Methods in Social Sciences 2-1-0-3 

2 HS 623 Advanced Microeconomics-I 2-1-0-3 

3. ZZ xxx Elective-I   x-x-x-3 

4 HS 797 * / HS 798*  Ph.D. Seminar Course  0-2-0-2 

 

(B) Semester-II (Spring / Autumn) 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1 HS 624/ HS 424 Econometrics-I 2-1-0-3 

2 HS xxx Elective-II  x-x-x-3 

3 ZZ xxx Elective-III +  x-x-x-3 

4 HS 798 * / HS 797* Ph.D. Seminar Course  0-2-0-2 

 

Economic courses for Electives-I, II, and III  

(In addition to these courses, students can also take courses from other disciplines) 

 

S.No. Course Code Course Title Contact 
Hours 

(L-T-P-C) 
1.  HS 600 Data Analysis and Technical Writing 2-1-0-3 

2.  HS 618 / HS 418 Sustainability Studies 2-1-0-3 

3.  HS 622 / IHS 422 Development Economics 2-1-0-3 

4.  HS 626 Environmental and Natural Resource 

Economics 

2-1-0-3 

5.  HS 628 Institutional Economics 2-1-0-3 

6.  HS 630 Intellectual Property Rights 2-0-0-2 

7.  HS 724 Econometrics-II 2-1-0-3 

 

+ Additional elective course to be taken by the students with MA/ M.Sc. /B.Tech./BE 

qualification only. 

 

* Ph.D. Seminar course can be taken either in Autumn (HS 797) or in Spring Semester 

(HS 798) or both as suggested by the Faculty Advisor/Thesis Supervisor.  
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Course Code HS 601 

Title of the Course Research Methods in Social Sciences 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned Discipline 

Economics 

Pre–requisite, if any  None  

Scope of the Course  

Course Syllabus Foundations- language, philosophy, conceptualization and 

evaluation of research;  

Sampling-probability and non-probability sampling; Measurement- 

construct validity and reliability; Survey research- types of surveys 

and interviews; Scaling- Thurston, Likert and Guttman scaling;  

Qualitative Measures- data, approaches and validity, Design- 

Experimental and quasi-experimental,  

Analysis- data preparation, descriptive statistics, hypothesis testing, 

multivariate analysis (inferential statistics),  

Report Writing. 

 

Suggested Books 1. W.T. Trochim, Research Methods: The Concise Knowledge 

Base, Atomic Dog Publisher, 2004. (ISBN: 1592601464) 

2. C.R. Kothari, Research Methodology: Methods and 

Techniques (2nd edition), New Age International, 2009. 

3. R.V. Hogg, A. Craig, and McKean. Introduction to Mathematical 

Statistics (6th Edition), Prentice Hall, 2004 (ISBN 130085073) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

71 

 

Course Code HS 618 / HS 418 

Title of the 

Course 

Sustainability Studies 

Credit Structure  
 

L-T-P-Credits 
3-0-0-3 

Name of the 
Concerned 
Discipline 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre–requisite, if 
any  

None  

Course Objective The course introduces and details the concepts in sustainability from 
the social sciences and basic sciences perspectives. It will include 
definitions, theories, historical developments, applications and case 
study references. The course will also include a module on Eco-
criticism in literature, theoretical discourses and examples from 
contemporary literature. 

Course Syllabus Introduction to sustainability, Climate change, biosphere, physical 
resources: water, pollution, and minerals, resource economics 
 
Systems Dynamics, models in natural sciences 
 
Sustainable energy systems, Problem solving: metrics, and tools; Agro-
food systems, renewable resources: water fish and forests, Non-
renewable resources: oil 
 
Sustainable infrastructure 
 
Eco-criticism including eco-feminism and deconstruction of rhetoric of 
environment studies. Definition of eco-critical theory and practice, 
observing the more recent influence of interdisciplinary, ecological 
perspectives in criticism and theory (the emergence of ‘eco-criticism’) 
and considering their implications for the interpretation of literature 
and the creation of writing, environmental foundations of the global 
economy, Narratives of development in postcolonial writing 

Suggested Text 
Books 
 

1. Theis and Tomkin (Ed.) 2011. Sustainability: Comprehensive. 
Foundation University of Illinois Open Source Text Book Initiative. 
ID: 1741effd-9cda-4b2b-a91e-003e6f587263@43.5 

2. Bert J.M. de Vries2012 Sustainability Science Cambridge University 
Press, ISBN 9780521184700 

3. Mulligan, M. 2015. An Introduction to Sustainability: 
Environmental, Social and Personal Perspectives. Routledge 
Publications ISBN 9780415706438 

4. Newton A.C. and Cantarello E. 2014 An Introduction to the Green 
Economy: Science Systems and Sustainability. Routledge 
Publications. ISBN 978 0415 711609  

5. Ed. CheryllGlotfelty and Harold Fromm. 1996. The Ecocriticism 
Reader. University of Georgia Press 

6. AmitavGhosh 2010. The Glass Palace Harper Collins 
7. Mahashweta Devi. 2008. Imaginary Maps. Routledge 
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8. Westling, Louise. “Literature and Ecology” (75-90). Teaching 
Ecocriticism and Green Cultural Studies. Ed. by Greg Garrard. 

9. Timothy Clark, The Cambridge Introduction to Literature and the 
Environment 
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Course Code HS 622 / IHS 422 

Title of the Course Development Economics 

Credit Structure  
 

L-T-P-Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the 
Concerned 
Discipline/School 

Economics/HSS 

Pre–requisite, if 
any  

None  

Scope of the Course This course offers a broader understanding of economic 
transformation of developing countries. It discusses issues in per 
capita income, economic growth, inequality, poverty, population. It 
also aims at analyzing land, labour and insurance sector. At the macro 
level the course will orient students about political economy of 
international trade, monetary policy and international relations from 
developing country perspective. 

Course Syllabus Trends in international development; Basic features of 
underdeveloped countries/ LDCs; Development indices, Growth and 
development theories, Dual economy models, Domestic resources and 
foreign resources and economic development, Industrialization, 
protection and trade policies, Strategy towards foreign capital 
external finances; Strategy towards imports /export balance of 
payments; Balanced / unbalanced growth approach; Sectoral strategy; 
population, poverty, employment, migration, Some recent 
contributions to development theory; Trade and development, The 
global strategy: new international economic order (NIEO); The policy 
of structural adjustment, environment and development. 

Suggested Books  

 

1. S. Ghatak, Introduction to Development Economics, Routledge 
Publication. 2003. 4th edition. 

2. D. Ray. Development Economics, Princeton University Press. 
1998. 

3. G. Meier, and J. Stiglitz, Frontiers of Development Economics, 
Oxford University Press, 2001. 

Reference Readings: 
1. A. Sen, Development as Freedom, Oxford University Press, 1999. 
2. P. Draper, P. Alves, R. Sally (editors), The political Economy of 

Trade Reform in Emerging Markets: Crisis or Opportunity?" 
Edward Elgar Publishing, 2009. 

3. R. Capello, and Nijkamp, Handbook of Regional Growth and 
Development Theories, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2009. 

4. O. Galor, Inequality and Economic Development: The Modern 
Perspective, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2009. 

5. D. WilliaM.S., International Development and Global Politics: 
History, Theory and Practice, Routledge Publication, 2011. 

6. Y. Hayami, and Godo, Development Economics: From the 
Poverty to the Wealth of Nations, Oxford University Press, 2005. 
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Course Code HS 623 

Title of the Course Advanced Microeconomics-I 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline 

Economics 

Pre–requisite, if any  Some UG/PG level course on Microeconomics 

Scope of the Course The course aims at providing students with the recent 

advancements in the theory of Microeconomics and take up the 

concepts covered at undergraduate level at higher level. 

Course Syllabus Preference and Choice; Classical Demand Theory; Production; 

Choice Under Uncertainty 

Game Theory 

Market Equilibrium and Market Failure: Competitive Markets, 

Externalities and Public Goods, Market Power, Asymmetric 

Information 

Theory of Welfare, General equilibrium theory. 

Suggested Books  

 

1. H.R. Varian, Microeconomic Analysis (3rd edition), W.W. Norton 

and Company. 1992. 

2. A. Mas-Colell, M.D. Whinston, and J.R. Green, Microeconomic 

Theory, 2006.  

3. Reading Material in form of research articles to be provided to 

the students. 
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Course Code HS 624/ HS 424 

Title of the Course Econometrics-I 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned Discipline 

Economics 

Pre–requisite, if any  Research Methods in Social Sciences; Basic Statistics 

Scope of the Course This aim of the course is to cover basic econometrics with focus on 

regression modeling and the problems encountered in dealing with 

cross-section and time series data.  

Course Syllabus Methodology of econometrics; Regression analysis; Assumptions of 

the classical linear regression Models; Two variable regression 

analyses;  

Multiple regression analyses;  

Heteroscedasticity; Autocorrelation and Multicollinearity;  

Dummy variable regression models; 

Model Selection;  

Time Series Econometrics (introduction); 

Panel data regression models (introduction). 

Suggested Books  

 

1. D.N. Gujarati, Basic Econometrics, The McGraw-Hill Companies. 

2005. 

2. G.S. Maddala, Introduction to Econometrics, (3rd edition) Wiley, 

2001.  

3. J.M. Wooldridge, Introductory Econometrics: A Modern Approach, 

South Western, 2009. 
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Course Code HS 626 

Title of the Course Environmental and Natural Resource Economics 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned 

Discipline 

Economics 

Pre–requisite, if any  None  

Scope of the Course  

Course Syllabus Environmental Challenges- Role of economics,  

Valuing the environment- concepts and methods,  

Property rights, externalities and environmental problems, 

sustainable development,  

Allocation of resources- depletable and renewable- energy, minerals, 

water, land;  

Environmental pollution- air, water;  

Environmental justice, Sustainability of development. 

Suggested Books  1. T. Tietenberg, and L. Lewis, Environmental and Natural Resource 
Economics (International Edition) Pearson Education, 2008 
(ISBN 9780321560469). 
 

2. J. Conrad, Resource Economics, Cambridge University Press, 
1999. 
 

3. Hanley, N., Shogren, J., and B. White, Environemntal Economics in 
Theory and Practice (2nd edition), Palgrave MacmIllan: UK, 2007. 
 

4. Pearce, D., Turner, K., and I. Bateman, Environmental Economics: 
An Elementary Introduction, Pearson Education Ltd.: England, 
1994. 
 

5. Birnie, P., Boyle, A., and C. Redgwell, International Law and the 
Environment (3rd edition), Oxford University Press: Oxford, New 
York, 2009. 
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Course Code HS 628 

Title of the Course Institutional Economics 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned 

Discipline 

Economics 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

Microeconomics, History of Economic Thought  

Scope of the Course  

Course Syllabus Introduction: Institutions and Organizations, Structure of 

Institutions (formal and informal), Old and New Institutional 

Economics;  

Transaction costs: types and cost measurement;  

Theory of property rights: Externalities, Internalization of 

externalities, Coase Theorem, Common property, Collective action;  

Contracts: legal and economic approach, Asymmetric information, 

adverse selection, Asset plasticity and moral hazard;  

Institutional theory of firm, market, regulation; 

Institutional Change.  

Suggested Books 1. Eggertson, T. Economic Behaviour and Institutions. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1990. 

2. North D. Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic 

Performance. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990. 

3. Furubotn, E, and R. Richter. Institutions and Economic Theory. 

The University of Michigan Press, 1997.  

4. Claude, M. and M.M. Shirley (Eds.) Handbook of New 

Institutional Economics, US: Springer, 2008.  
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Course Code HS 630 

Title of the Course Intellectual Property Rights  

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-0-0-2 

Name of the 

Concerned Discipline 

Economics 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

None  

Scope of the Course The course aims at providing the basic understanding of intellectual 

property rights, the rationale behind making provision for these 

rights and the recent concerns in the field. 

Course Syllabus History and concept of Property; Introduction to intellectual property 

rights (IPRs); Patent, Industrial design; Copyrights, Trademarks, 

Geographical Indications; Trade Secrets; International aspect of IPRs; 

Developments at the International level regarding IPRs; The debate: 

Copyright vs Copy left; Research ethics 

Suggested Books  

 

1. Cornish, W.R. and L. David. 2010. 7th Edition. Intellectual 

Property: Patents, Copyrights, Trademarks and Allied Rights. 

Sweet and Maxwell.  

2. Narayan, P. 2002. Intellectual Property, Law in India, 3rd Ed. New 

Delhi, Delhi Law House. 

3. Ganguli, P. 2001. Intellectual Property Rights: Unleashing the 

Knowledge Economy. Tata McGraw Hills (Reference) 

4. Watal, J. 2001. Intellectual Property Rights in the WTO and 

Developing Countries. New Delhi: Oxford University Press  
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Course Code HS 631 

Title of the Course Nineteenth Century Science and Literature 

Course Category Elective 

Credit Structure  L-T- P-Credits  
3-0-0-3  

Name of the 
Concerned 
Department 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any NIL  

Scope of the Course 
(Objectives) 

• To understand nineteenth-century ideas of biology and species. 
• To demonstrate the implications of evolutionary theory for 

narrative structures and for the composition of fiction 
• To study the immediate impact of Darwin’s evolutionary theories 

on nineteenth century social and intellectual developments 

Course Outcomes • Learn nineteenth century literary forms and techniques of literary 
composition 

• Understand cultural history of 19th century science: evolutionary 
narratives within social and political debates 

• Identify analogies between studies of health, race, colonial 
encounter, industrial revolution and literature 

Course Content Historical Context of Evolutionary Theory 
Natural Selection; Variation; Struggle for Existence; Survival of the 
Fittest; Adaptation; Common Descent; Modern Synthesis: 
Interdisciplinary techniques will situate scientific enquiry and 
literature as contemporaneous and determined by historical 
conditions 
 
Emergence of the Novel 
Novel as a discursive product, emergence of biology, medicine, race, 
and colonial encounter 
 
Evolutionary Theory and Novel Theory 
Realism, Cultural Evolution, Social Evolution, Metaphor, Social 
Reformers 
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Suggested Books Textbook(s) 
1. Gillian Beer: Darwin’s Plots Darwin’s Plots: Evolutionary Narrative 

in Darwin, George Eliot and Nineteenth-Century Fiction: 
Cambridge University Press: 2009: 9780521767695 

2. Joseph Conrad: Heart of Darkness. Green Integer: 2003: 
9781892295491 

 
Reference Book(s) 
3. George Eliot: The Lifted Veil: Brother Jacob. Eds. Sally 

Shuttleworth: Penguin: 2001: 9780140435174 
4. Charles Darwin: On the Origin of Species: Eds. Joseph Carroll: 

Broadview Press: 2003: 9781460401530  
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Course code HS 633 
Title of the course The Culture of Food   
Course Category Departmental Elective 

 
Credit Structure L - T - P - Credits  

2 - 1 - 0 - 3 
 

Name of the Concerned 
Department 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any Nil 
 

Objectives of the 
course 

● To understand how the practices of food production, 
distribution, and consumption are academically studied. 

● Gain exposure to different methodologies for probing into the 
multi-dimensional aspects of food within the context of India. 

● Analyze the culinary history/ies and practice/s to unveil the 
power structures that operate through the mundane acts of 
cooking and eating. 

Outcomes  
● Analyze the practices of eating and cooking from a diverse and 

interdisciplinary perspective. 
● Determine the role of food in constructing individual/social 

identity/ies. 
● Analyze the recent boom in food writing and the impact of 

digitality on it. 
 

Course Content Introduction: Critical Food Studies, interdisciplinary origins, 
culinary triangle, social critique of taste, issues in contemporary 
food consumption, packaged food cultures, food policies, food 
movements, and food and health 
 
Food and Identities: Food and identity intersections, foodways and 
practices, accessibility issues, and sustainability issues 
 
Food and Migration: Food and rootedness, being, and belonging, 
food and nostalgia, authentic food discourses, food and diaspora 
 
Food Writings and Narrativizing: food and language, food and 
rhetorics, food in cookbooks, food in contemporary and new media, 
food in digital and social media 
 

Suggested Books  Textbook(s):  
 
1. Bob Ashley, Joanne Hollows,  Steve Jones, Ben Taylor: Food and 

Cultural Studies: Routledge: 2004: 9780203646915 

2. Carole Counihan, Penny Van Esterik, eds: Food and Culture: A 

Reader: Routledge: 2012: 9780203079751 
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3. Simi Malhotra, Kanika Sharma, Sakshi Dogra: Food Culture 

Studies in India: Springer Nature: 2020: 9789811552533 

 
Reference Book(s): 
 
4. Dishari Chattaraj: Food Literacy, Curriculum, and The Global 

South: Examples from South Asia: Plagrave Macmillan: 2025: 

9783031961526 

5. Kerstin Rodgers: Get Started in Food Writing: The complete 

guide to writing about food, cooking, recipes, and gastronomy: 

John Murray Press: 2015: 9781473600386 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

83 

 

 

Course Code HS 635 

Title of the Course Philosophy of Literature 

Course Category Elective  

Credit Structure L-T-P-Credits 
3-0-0-3 

 

Name of the 
Concerned Discipline 

School of Humanities & Social Sciences 

Pre requisite, if any None 

Scope of the course ⚫ Explores and explains ways reading literature affects our lives 
⚫ Focuses on an in-depth understanding that fictions affect our ethical 

thinking. 
⚫ To emphasize that philosophical thinking strongly relies on 

literature and vice versa that enable us to overlap creative 
imagination with critical thinking. 

Course Outcome ⚫ Students will be able to comprehend the significant connections 
between analytical knowledge and narrative approach. 

⚫ Students will grasp the interdisciplinary domains between 
philosophy and literature. 

⚫ Students will get to know principal currents between philosophy 
and literature.  

Course Syllabus Ancient Debate: The Ancient Quarrel: Between Philosophy and 
Literature, Literature as Truth and Literature as Lies: Sophocles, Plato 
& Schopenhauer 

 
Modern Debate: Literary Philosophy: Emily Dickinson & Ernest 
Hemingway – Literature as Catalyst, Kant’s Critique of Judgment, 
Literature as Good Lies: Nietzsche and Literature as Expression, Marcel 
Proust and the play of Metaphor 

 
Twentieth Century Debate: Philosophical Fiction: Foucault and the 
Death of the Author, Toni Morrison & Tolstoy: Emotion, Hemingway & 
D. Davidson: Catalyst, Literature as Make-Believe: Fearing Fictions, 
Literature as Imagination: Martha Nussbaum and Moral Imagination, 
Literature as a Way of Life: A. MacIntyre and Virtue 
 
Resolving the Debate: Philosophy as Fairy-Tale, Literary Philosophy & 
Philosophical Literature - Michel de Montaigne & Milan Kundera 

Suggested Books Textbooks 
1. John, Eileen., & Lopes. Dominic M.: The Philosophy of 

Literature: Contemporary and Classic Readings – An 
Anthology: Wiley-Blackwell: 2004: 9781405112086 

2. Lamarque, Peter: The Philosophy of Literature: Wiley-
Blackwell: 2008: 9781405121972 

3. Lamargue, Peter & Olsen, Stein H.: Truth, Fiction, and 
Literature: A Philosophical Perspective: Oxford University 
Press, 1996: 9780198236818 
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Reference Books 
4. Caroll, Noel & Gibson, John [Eds.]: The Routledge Companion 

to Philosophy of Literature: Cambridge University Press: 
2016: 9780367360399 

5. Cavell, Stanley: Must We Mean What We Say?: Cambridge 
University Press: 2015 Edition: 9781316286616 

6. Matravers, Derek: Art and Emotion: Oxford University Press, 
2001: 9780191697227 
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Course Code HS 637 

Title of the Course Language Archiving: Techniques and Technology 

Course Category Elective 

Credit Structure L-T- P-Credits 
1-1-2-3 

Name of the Concerned 
Department 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any NIL 

Scope of the Course 
(Objectives) 

• To introduce students to the need and urgency of 
endangered language archiving and preservation 

• To train students in methods of archiving and preserving 
endangered languages 

• To develop skills in corpus development, data curation, and 
linguistic archiving 

Course Outcomes • Primary evidence mapping and analysis 
• Linguistic data from diverse geographical, historical, 

philosophical, and encyclopaedic perspectives 
• Detailed discussions of the theoretical, practical and ethical 

issues involved in language selection and field-based data 
analytics 

• A survey of past and present approaches and the historical, 
political, and social cross-regional fieldwork correlates  

Course Content Foundations of Language Preservation 
Introduction; definition and goals; history of linguistic 
fieldwork (SIL tradition); language endangerment, vitality, and 
revitalization; choosing a language and defining research scope 
 
Linguistic Fieldwork 
Field preparation: research, psychological, and practical; 
consultants, speech communities, and field relations; native 
speakers and collaborative research models; ethical fieldwork: 
rights, responsibilities, and consent; community-based 
documentation and co-authorship; planning sessions and 
fieldwork design 
 
Linguistic Field Methods 
Phonetic and phonological fieldwork; grammar elicitation 
techniques (morphology and syntax); lexical and semantic data 
collection; discourse, pragmatics, and narrative/text 
collection; naturalistic vs elicited data 
 
Technologies, Annotation, and Corpus Development 
Annotation tools and workflows: ELAN (time-aligned 
annotation), Praat (phonetic analysis), FLEx (lexicon and IGT) 
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Data Curation, Archiving, and Professional Practices 
Metadata standards (OLAC, Dublin Core); language archiving 
and digital repositories (DOBES, ELAR, SOAS, CORSAL and 
PARADISEC) 
 
Representative List of Experiments 
To develop essential skills in endangered language archiving 
and preservation: 
• On-site data collection for phonetics, phonology, 

morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics 
• Post-field processing, corpus development, data curation, 

and archiving of linguistic data 

Suggested Books  
   

Textbook(s): 
1. Claire Bowern: Linguistic fieldwork- A practical guide: 

Palgrave MacMillan: 2008: 9780230545380 
2. Anvita Abbi: A manual of linguistic field work and 

structures of Indian languages. LINCOM Europa: 2001: 
9783895864013 

Reference Book(s): 
3. Shobhana L. Chelliah, Willem J. De Reuse: Handbook of 

descriptive linguistic fieldwork: Springer: 2010: 
9789048190256 

4. Lenore A. Grenoble, N. Louanna Furbee: Language 
documentation- Practice and values: John Benjamins 
Publishing Company: 2010: 9789027211750 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Course Code HS 724 

Title of the Course Econometrics-II 
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Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

2-1-0-3 

Name of the 

Concerned Discipline 

Economics 

Pre–requisite, if any  

 

Econometrics I 

Scope of the Course The aim of the course is to cover econometric modeling for panel data 

as well as time series. It will also focus on simultaneous equation 

modeling and models dealing with discrete data.  

Course Syllabus Classical linear regression model; Specification Analysis and Model 

Selection; Heteroscedasticity; Serial Correlation; Models for Panel 

Data; Systems of Regression Equations; Simultaneous-equation 

models; Models with lagged variables; Time-series models; Models 

for discreet choice.  

Suggested Books  

 

1. Greene, W. H. 2005. Econometric Analysis. 5th ed. New Delhi: 

Pearson Education. 

2. Baltagi, B.H. 2005. Econometric Analysis of Panel Data. 3rd ed. 

West Sussex: John Wiley & Sons.  

3. J.M. Wooldridge, 2001. Econometric Analysis of Cross Section and 

Panel Data, MIT Press. 

4. W. Enders, 2004. Applied Econometric Times Series (2nd Edition), 

Wiley. 
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Course Structure for Ph.D. Program in Psychology 

 

(A) Semester-I (Autumn / Spring) 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1 ZZ xxx Elective-I   x-x-x-3 

2 ZZ xxx Elective-II  x-x-x-3 

3. ZZ xxx  Elective-III x-x-x-3 

4 HS 797 * / HS 798* Ph.D. Seminar Course 0-2-0-2 

 

(B) Semester-II (Spring / Autumn) 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1 ZZ xxx Elective-IV  x-x-x-3 

2 ZZ xxx Elective-V  x-x-x-3 

3 ZZ xxx Elective-VI  x-x-x-3 

4 HS 798 * / HS 797* Ph.D. Seminar Course 0-2-0-2 

 

Psychology courses for Electives-I to VI (in addition to these courses, students can 

also take courses from other disciplines, in consultation with the thesis supervisor/faculty 

advisor and the concerned course coordinator.) 

 

S.No. Course Code Course Title Contact Hours 
(L-T-P-C) 

1.  HS 600 Data Analysis and Technical Writing 2-1-0-3 

2.  HS 671 Human Factors and Higher Cognitive Processes 2-0-2-3 

 

Note:  

1. A Ph.D. student having M.Sc./ B.Tech./ BE or equivalent qualification has 

to do 5 to 7 Ph.D. level courses of at least 3 credits each and 1-2 Ph.D. seminar 

courses of at least 2 credits each. Minimum number of courses will be 5 Ph.D. 

level courses and one Ph.D. seminar course (minimum coursework of 17 

credits). 

2. A Ph.D. student having M.Tech./ME//MPhil qualification has to do one 

semester coursework (with 2-3 Ph.D. level courses). Minimum number of 

courses will be 2 Ph.D. level courses and one Ph.D. seminar course (i.e. 

(minimum coursework of 8 credits).  

* Ph.D. Seminar course can be taken either in Autumn or in Spring Semester or 

both as suggested by the Faculty Advisor/Thesis Supervisor. 
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Course Code HS 671 

Title of the Course Human Factors and Higher Cognitive Processes  

Credit Structure L-T-P-Credit 

2-0-2-3 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline/ School 

Psychology/Humanities & Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any 

(for the students) 

Basic Understanding of Psychology  

Course Objective The aim of the course is to familiarise students with a wide 

range of theories and research investigating human factors. 

As an advanced course, the course normally covers all the 

areas specified in the syllabus, but students wishing to 

concentrate especially on particular topic areas may do so 

by agreement with the instructor as a part of 

project/practicum portion. The course has been developed 

to be as interesting and challenging as possible. The 

following are the objectives of the course: 

1. To develop understanding of the breadth of different 

approaches to human factors practices. 

2. To gain awareness of the principles and perspectives of 

human factors through the study of theories, concepts, 

and research. 

3. To develop the ability to apply human factors research to 

real-world issues. 

4. To understand how to critically appraise concepts, 

theories, and empirical evidence. 

5. To be familiar with a range of research methods. 

Course Syllabus Understanding Human Factors: Introduction and 

Background to Human Factors, Defining Design, System 

Thinking, and Sociotechnical System. 

Human System Interaction: Affective and Cognitive 

Processes in System Development, Design, and 

Evaluation: User & Interactive Systems, User Cognition, 

Emotion, HCI, Complex Systems, Human Error, Human 

Performance, Human Centered Engineering, Usability & 

Human-Centered Systems Design. 

Cognitive Ergonomics: Visual Cognition & Attention, Eye 

Movement, Visual Perception, and Computer Vision 

Syndrome. 
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Ergonomics Standards: Displays, The EC directives, 

Technical standards. 

Strategic Practices: Social & Cultural Contexts, Design 

thinking, Business Design, Social Innovation, Democratic 

Design, Transformation. 

Research Practitioner:  

• Research Methods, Usability Evaluation, Reporting, 

Recent Developments.  

• Professional Issues: ISE, HFES; EACE, FEES, IEA, EAEFS, 

SEAES, SEANES, BCPE; Accreditation; Training & 

Employment. 

Suggested Books Textbooks: 

1. C. D. Wickens, J. G. Hollands. Engineering Psychology 

and Human Performance (3rd Ed.), Prentice Hall, 1999. 

2. C. D. Wickens, J. L. Lee, Y. D., & Gordon-Bekcer, S. An 

Introduction to Human Factors Engineering (2nd Ed.). 

Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 2004. 

Reference Readings: 

1. M. S. Sanders & E. J. McCormick. Human factors in 

Engineering and Design (7th Ed.). New York: McGraw-

Hill. 1993. 

2. Pamela McCauley Bush. Ergonomics Foundational 

Principles, Applications, and Technologies. 2011. 

3. Norman, D. A. The design of everyday things. New York: 

Basic Books. 2002. 

4. Casey, S. M. Set Phasers on Stun. Santa Barbara, CA: 

Aegean. 1998. 

5. Stanton, N., Hedge, A., Brookhuis, K., & Salas, E. (Eds.). 

Handbook of human factors and ergonomics 

methods. 2004. 
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Course Structure for Ph.D. Program in Sociology 

 

(A) Semester-I (Autumn / Spring) 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1 ZZ xxx Elective-I   x-x-x-3 

2 ZZ xxx Elective-II  x-x-x-3 

3. ZZ xxx  Elective-III x-x-x-3 

4 HS 797 * / HS 798* Ph.D. Seminar Course 0-2-0-2 

 

(B) Semester-II (Spring / Autumn) 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Course code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1 ZZ xxx Elective-IV x-x-x-3 

2 ZZ xxx Elective-V x-x-x-3 

3 ZZ xxx Elective-VI x-x-x-3 

4 HS 798 * / HS 797* Ph.D. Seminar Course 0-2-0-2 

 

Sociology courses for Electives-I to VI (in addition to these courses, students can also 

take courses from other disciplines, in consultation with the thesis supervisor/faculty 

advisor and the concerned course coordinator.) 

 

S. 
No. 

Course Code Course Title L-T-P-Credits 

1.  HS 600 Data Analysis and Technical Writing 2-1-0-3 

2.  HS 616 Advanced Sociological Theory 2-1-0-3 

3.  HS 680 Sociology of Religion 2-1-0-3 

 

Note:  

1. A Ph.D. student having M.Sc./ B.Tech./ BE or equivalent qualification has to 

do 5 to 7 Ph.D. level courses of at least 3 credits each and 1-2 Ph.D. seminar 

courses of at least 2 credits each. Minimum number of courses will be 5 Ph.D. 

level courses and one Ph.D. seminar course (minimum coursework of 17 credits). 

2. A Ph.D. student having M.Tech./ME//MPhil qualification has to do one semester 

coursework (with 2-3 Ph.D. level courses). Minimum number of courses will be 

2 Ph.D. level courses and one Ph.D. seminar course (i.e. (minimum coursework of 

8 credits).  

* Ph.D. Seminar course can be taken either in Autumn or in Spring Semester or both 

as suggested by the Faculty Advisor/Thesis Supervisor. 
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Course Code HS 616 

Course Title Advanced Sociological Theory 

Credit structure L-T-P-Credits 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the Concerned  
Discipline  

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre–requisite, if any   None  
Scope of the Course To provide an overview of the major thinkers and their works 

in the area of contemporary sociological theory with a special 
emphasis on the epistemology and ontology of social research;  
 
The focus will be on the practice of sociological research and 
study of developmental problems of modern society by 
dismantling barriers between theoretical and empirical 
sociology. 

Course Syllabus The structure of sociological theory 
Subject matter and objectives; 
Talcott Parsons and his Grand Theory 
Robert Merton: Middle-range theory 
 
Conflict theory and the critique of society 
Marx and Weber: Power, position and Legitimacy 
Simmel and the Chicago School: The web of conflict 
 
The Frankfurt School and Critical Theory 
Adorno and Horkheimer, Enlightenment as Mass Deception. 
Walter Benjamin- The work of Art in the Age of Mechanical 
Reproduction. (Illuminations) 
 
Phenomenology and the Social World 
Edmund Husserl and Alfred Schutz 
Harold Garfinkel and 'Ethnomethodology' 
Dorothy Smith: Feminist Standpoint theory 

Suggested Books Text Books: 
Wallace, R.A., Wolf, A. 2006. Contemporary sociological theory: 
expanding the classical tradition. Prentice Hall, NJ. 
Calhoun, C., Gerteis, J., Moody, J., Pfaff, S., Virk, I. (eds.). 2012. 
Contemporary sociological theory. Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford. 
Gordon, S. 1991. The history and philosophy of social science. 
Routledge, London. 
Sayer, A. 1992. Method in social science: a realist approach. 
Routledge, London. 
Adorno, T., Horkheimer, M. 1944. Dialectic of Enlightenment. 
Continuum, NY. 
Schutz, A. 1972. The Phenomenology of the Social World. 
Northwestern University Press. Illinois.  
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Course Code HS 680 

Title of the 

Course 

Sociology of Religion 

Credit Structure L-T-P-Credit 
2-1-0-3 

Name of the 
Concerned 
Department 

Humanities & Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if 
any 

None 

Course Objective This course on religion equips students with essential theoretical and 
empirical insights to understand religion comprehensively from diverse 
sociological viewpoints. It attempts to examine religion scientifically in the 
light of prominent and compelling scholarly works in the field of sociology 
of religion. Given the standard and focus of this course, it is primarily meant 
for Post Graduate students, preferably Ph.D. students, in the school of 
humanities and social sciences.  

Course Syllabus Society and Religion: Theoretical Foundations 
The evolution of the sociology of religion, Sacred & Profane, Totemism, 
Protestantic Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Religion and Ideology, 
Religion and rationality, The Sacred Canopy, Elementary Forms of Religious 
Life. 
1. Religion as Social Action (Max Weber), Political Economy of Religion 

(Karl Marx), Sociology of Religious Experience (Emile Durkheim), 
Religion as Cultural System (Clifford Geertz), Holy terrors – thinking 
about religion after 9/11.   

The Secularization Debate: 
Sacred and Secular: Religions and Politics, Secularization Theory, Public 
Religions in the Modern World, Religion and Comparative Politics, Politics of 
Religion, Secularization as declining religious authority, Secularization, R.I.P. 
Religious Particulars Vs Universals Debate: 
Construction of religion as Anthropological category, Anthropological 
conceptions of religion, Genealogies of religion: Discipline and reasons of 
power in world religions, The culture of disbelief. 
Religion, Fundamentalism & Violence: 
Clash of civilizations, Global rise of religious violence, Fundamentalist 
language and politics, Three model of religious violence, Taming the Gods in 
Democracy. 

Suggested Books 1. J. Casanova, Public Religions in the Modern World, Chicago, University 
of Chicago Press, 1994, ISBN-10: 0226095355. 

2. E. Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of The Religious Life, Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2008, ISBN-10: 0029079373. 

3. M. Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, London, 
Routledge, 2001, ISBN-10: 0199747253. 

4. P. Berger, The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory of 
Religion, Garden City, Anchor, 1990, ISBN-10: 0385073054. 

5. T. Asad. Genealogies of Religion: Discipline and Reasons of Power in 
Christianity and Islam, Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins University, ISBN-
10: 0801846323. 
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6. G. Clifford. The Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Essays, Basic 
Books, ISBN-10: 0465087302. 

7. P. Norris & R. Inglehart, Sacred and Secular: Religions and Politics 
Worldwide, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2004 

8. Juergensmeyer, Mark, Terror in the mind of God: The global rise of 
religious violence, Berkeley, University of California Press, 2003. (Vol. 
13) 
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Course code HS 481/ HS 681 

Title of the course Language, Mind and Society 

Course Category Institute Elective 
Credit Structure L-T- P-Credits 

3-0-0-3 
Name of the Concerned 
Department 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any Nil 
Scope of the` course 
(Objectives) 

This course examines language as a social practice, focusing on 
how it is represented in our minds. The course addresses 
fundamental questions on language acquisition and language as a 
social practice. Students are introduced to key concepts, theories, 
and methods in linguistics 

Course Outcomes • Analyze language as a special purpose cognitive ability 
and understand the underlying mental computation of 
natural languages. 

• Identify the differences in language use that manifests 
themselves in society at different social and linguistic 
levels 

Course Content • Language- as an object of scientific study: 
Universal features of language,  

• Language and Mind: 
Language as a species-specific species uniform faculty, 
Behaviorism, Biological foundations of language 
Generative Linguistics 
Language centres in the brain and brain plasticity 
Language acquisition vs language learning 

• Language and Society 
Sociolinguistics,  
Language variation and change  
Language, identity and ideology 
Language, culture, and intercultural communication.  
Sociolinguistic phenomena (Multilingualism, Lingua franca 
, Language contact, Language evolution, Pidgins and 
creoles, Language endangerment and death) 

• India as a linguistic area (Language families and 
coexistence) 

Suggested Books 
 

Textbooks: 
• Chomsky, N.: Language and Mind: Cambridge University 

Press: Cambridge: 2006: 9781139448901 
• Nikolas Coupland: Style: Language variation and identity: 

Cambridge University Press: Cambridge: 2007: 
9781403944146.  

• Peter Trudgill: Sociolinguistic variation and change: 
Edinburgh University Press: Edinburgh: 2002: 
9780748615155 
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• William Labov. Principles of linguistic change, vol. 3: 
Cognitive and cultural factors: John Wiley & Sons: UK: 2011: 
9781405112154 

Reference Books 
• Coupland, N.: Style: Language variation and identity: 

Cambridge University Press: Cambridge: 2007: 
9781403944146. 

• Florian Coulmas: The handbook of sociolinguistics: 
Blackwell Publishing: USA: 2017: 9780631211938  

• Miriam Meyerhoff: Introducing sociolinguistics: Routledge: 
London: 2018:9780429507922 

• Nikolas Coupland and Adam Jaworski: The new 
sociolinguistic reader: Palgrove Macmillan: New York: 
2009: 9781403944146 

• Suzanne Romaine: Language in society: An introduction to 
sociolinguistics: OUP: Oxford: 2000: 0198731922 

• William Labov: Principles of linguistic change, Vol. 1: 
internal factors: John Wiley & Sons: UK: 1994: 
9780631179146 

• William Labov. Principles of linguistic change, vol. 2social 
factors: John Wiley & Sons: UK: 2011: 9780631179153 
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Course code HS 621/ HS 421 

Title of the course Historiography and Historical Methods  

Credit Structure  L - T - P - Credits 
 2-1-0-3 

Name of the 
Concerned 
Department/School 

Humanities & Social Sciences 

Pre-requisite, if any NA 
The scope of the 
course 

This course is a systematic exploration of approaches to research in 
history and how the discipline has been influenced by other subjects in 
the humanities and social sciences. 

1. How is research in history done? 
2. How is the historian’s construction of the past any different from the 

public perception of a historical event?  
3. Is interdisciplinarity in history possible?  
4. What is the relationship between history, the humanities, and social 

sciences?  
Course Syllabus 1. What is History 

2. Kinds of History (global, cultural, social, economic, military, history 
of art) 

3. Historical Knowledge (standards, quality, reliability, frameworks) 
4. Historical Theory (historical truth, power, limits of objectivity, the 

challenge of postmodernism) 
5. Sources (written texts, paintings, epigraphy, numismatics) 
6. Public History (the ownership of the past, moral judgements and 

multiple audiences) 
7. Periodisation (Historical time, dividing the past, events and 

descriptions) 
8. History and other disciplines (Sociology, Philosophy, 

Anthropology and Literature) 
Suggested Books 
 

1. Jordanova, L: History in Practice: Bloomsbury Academic: London: 
2005: ISBN: 0340663316 

2. Evans, R: In Defense of History: W W Norton & Company: London: 
2000: ISBN-10: 0393319598 

3. Appadurai, A: The social life of things: Commodities in cultural 
perspective: Cambridge University Press: New Delhi: 1986: ISBN 978-
0-521-35726-5 

4. Hobsbawm, E: On History: Little, Brown Book Group: London: 1998: 
ISBN-10: 0349110506 
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Course code  HS 682  

 Title of the course  Medical Humanities: Texts and Contexts  

Course Category  Institute Elective 

Credit Structure  L - T - P - Credits 
 3-0-0-3 

Name of the Concerned 
Department School of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 Pre-requisite, if any Nil 

 Scope of the course 
(Objectives) 

This course understands Medical Humanities as humanistic inquiry and 
expression at the intersection of medicine and culture. This 
interdisciplinary field not only includes the work of physicians and 
surgeons, health practitioners, nurses, but also of social workers, health 
advocates, sanitary reformers, and literary critics who analyse poems 
and novels. 

Course Outcomes 
1. Understand that concepts such as disease, illness, and health in the 

history of medicine have both biological and cultural determinants. 

2. Medical Humanities works at the intersection of different discourses 
from the biological to the social, economic, political, and aesthetic, 
that influence health and shape our perceptions of physical and 
psychological wellbeing. Students will be expected to reflect on 
illness, health, and medicine.  

 Course Content 
1. Introduce students to the field of Medical Humanities as a broad 

umbrella under which to study the influence of medico-scientific 
ideas and practices on society. 

2. Examine anatomical and medical illustration of bodies (from 
Vesalius to Gunter von Hagens), definitions of mental illness (from 
hysteria to environmental illness), response to old and new plagues, 
and approaches to pain, dying, and caregiving. 

3. Read literary and visual texts to see the cultural, ecological, 
environmental, occupational, and behavioural patterns that 
determine our ideas of disease and mental health. 

Suggested Books   
Textbooks: 

1. Fictions of Immortality: Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein; or The 
Modern Prometheus (1818) UK: Penguin Classics. ISBN 10- 
0141439475 
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2. Human Bodies and New Medicine: Stevenson, Robert Louis. The 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1886) Delhi: Fingerprint! 
Publishing ISBN 10- 8175993006 

3. Graphic Medicine: Forney, Ellen. Marbles: Mania, Depression, 
Michelangelo and Me (2012) New York: Constable & Robinson ISBN 
10- 147210689X. 

Reference Books:  

1. Foucault,  Michael. “Preface” Birth of the Clinic: An Archaeology of 
Medical Perception. Translated from French by A.M. Sheridan Smith 
(New York: Vintage Books, 1994) ISBN-10. 0679753346 

2.  “The Politics of Health in the Eighteenth Century.” Power/Knowledge: 
Selected Interviews & Other Writings 1972-1977 Ed. Colin Gordon 
(New York: Pantheon Books, 1980) pp. 166-82. ISBN-10. 039473954X 

3. Hsu, Hsuan. “Biopower, Bodies . . . the Exhibition, and the Spectacle of 
Public Health”, Discourse Vol. 29, No. 1, Special Issue: Membranous 
Topographies (Winter 2007), pp. 15-34 

4. Turkle, Sherry. “Reading the Inner History of Devices.” Inner History 
of Devices (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2008. Pp. 2-30) ISBN-10, 
0262516756 

5. Greene, Jeremy. Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of 
Disease. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. Selected chapters: 
“Know Your Number” and “The Therapeutic Transition,” pp. 189-240 
(2007) (Delhi:Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009)ISBN-10, 
0801891000 

6. Gilman, Charlotte Perkins. “Why I wrote the Yellow Wallpaper?” and 
The Yellow Wallpaper (Delhi: Simon & Brown. 1892) ISBN-10. 
1613820321 

7. Sontag, Susan. Excerpts from Illness as Metaphor (Delhi: Penguin, 
1978) 

8. Barry, Rebecca Rego. “Inside the Operating Theatre: Early Surgery as 
Spectacle.” JSTOR, 9 Dec. 2015. daily.jstor.org/inside-the-operating-
theater-surgery-as-spectacle/. 

9. Ariel Scotti. “’Grey’s Anatomy’ Blamed for ‘False Expectations’ of 
Medical Care.” Nydailynews.com, New York Daily News, 7 Apr. 2018 

10. Paintings such as Thomas Eakins’ “The Gross Clinic” (1875); 
Rembrandt’s “The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulp” (1632); 
William Hoggarth’s “The Four Stages of Cruelty” (1751) 
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Online Resources: 

Specific scenes from medical drama series such as House M.D. (2004-2-
12), Grey’s Anatomy (2005-2021); comic by Aubrey Hirsch; films such as 
Frankenstein, Dir. James Whale (1931); Victor Frankenstein, Dir. Paul 
McGuigan (2015);  Gunther von Hagens’s Body Worlds exhibit 
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Course Code HS 797 (Autumn Semester)  

HS 798 (Spring Semester) 

Title of the Course Seminar Course 

Credit Structure  

 

L-T-P-Credits 

0-2-0-2 

Name of the Concerned 

Discipline 

HSS 

Pre–requisite, if any  None 

Scope of the course  

Course Syllabus In this course a Ph.D. student has to present 

seminar/presentation or a series of presentations on a 

topic(s) chosen by him/her in consultation with his/her 

Ph.D. Thesis Supervisor/ Faculty Advisor. The frequency of 

seminar/presentation will be decided by the Course 

Coordinator.   

Textbook None 

Other references  Books and research publications in various relevant 

journals.  
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